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Ambigna de Religione Capita ite. plurimnins babere vident wi 1 
obſentitatia, rantis tamdiuanimy decertata, apud Sapiences |*, 
hog- fere Certum reliquerxunt, an/quie minus invenirs.veris | | 
tatem, quam ub Cogitur Aſenius, . Hugo Grotins. 7 


 Exiguam ſedem facris litruſq; rogamus 
Innocuum, & cunRis undamgq, _— patentern, * 
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MMM He infinitely Wiſe and Holy GOD, who 
(þ diſpoſeth of all things according to. the 
counſel of his own Will, having deſigned - | 
our portion in the World,unco the latter -” 
days thereof, wherein, beſides thoſe dif. -. ; | 
m ficultics. which in all- Ages attend them 
who are called unto the ſearch andpra- 
| feſſion of the Traths of the GoSpel, we 
[--% are forewarned of ſundry Evils peculiar 
| - unto them, rengring them.periJows : asit isour duty to apply our 
| - ſelves to ſerve his good pleaſure in our Generation, without re- 
| -piniog ac that ſtation which in his work he hath allotted unto us; 
| <{oalfo diligently to take care, that we addenot.unto the Evils 
| . ef the days wherein ye live, and hat, what we may de called-ta 
ſuffer in chem according to his Will, may not be-loſt unto his ho - 
ly Ends and Purpoſes in the World, ' but ſome-way or othec re- 
' . doundunto his Glory, What ſhall befall us ia the courſe gf 
our Pilgrimage, how we ſhall be diſpoſed of, as to our ourwart 
cemporary conceraments, as it-is not in ofr- power to order and 
determine, lo neither ought to be 1n our care, ſo as that we 
ſhould be anxiouſly ſolicitous thereabouts : All things of thar 
' . nature belovg unto his ever 4ign Pleaſure, who will maketbem 
' work together for good cothem that lovehim. Reſting in bis 
-Wills$:0 ouroutward ſtare and condition in this World, with 
that of the Times and Seaſons wherein our Lot is fallen, which 
he hath put in his own power, we ſhall endeavour in reference 
| thereunto, to poſſe/5 onr Souls in patience, Waiting for that day 
EN? $: =" 
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which ſhall #anifeft every mans work of what ſort it 55, And we © 
know that it is but yeta little while, before it will be ne grief of 
heartunto us, for to have done or ſuffered any thing for the 
Nawe of the Lora Feſms, according te his wind and wil. * For - 
whereas weare-well aſſured, that the: old Enemy of Mankind 
whois ſometimes awake and ſowingof Tares whilſt Men ſleepy is 
neverſofar aſleep, whilſt any are endeeyouring to ſow the good 
ſeed of the Goſpel, as not to ſtir vp an oppoſition ro-their 
work, and to labour the raipe of their perſons; ſo we' believe .: 
that every fincereend:avour to promote - the, holy Truths and 
VVaysof God, according to that meaſure of Light which heis- - 
pleaſed praciouſlyto impart unto any of the Sons of Men, is - 
accepted and owned by him, who & a Rewarder of them that di= 
ligently ſeck him; which is fufficient to ſecure their peace and | 
conſolation, nnder all the evils chit on the account of their * 
wark they may conflit withal, Neitherisit a ſmallalleviation 
of ary troublethat we may be expoſed unto, that no pretence, - 
* colour, reaſon, or arguings for our ſufferings, no means, ways, - 
or kinds of them, no ends untothem, can poſſibly be invented, 
propoſed, purſued, but what we are fully forewarned of, that 
ſo-we might not at any time think our ſelves furprized, as - 
though ſomeflrange thing had happened unto us. This then is our 
greatconcernment in the profeſſion of Religion,chis that which 
we ought frincipally to atten{unto, namely, T'o commend our + 
Conſcrences unto God, that in all ſincerity and godly ſimplitity, + 
weexetciſe our ſelves in the Y Vork that he calls us unto, nor 
corrupting his Word, or ſtaining our profeſſion by a converſation. 
uwnbecoming the holirefsof the Goſpel; and for what may out- 
wardlyt efall us, though producing Heavineſs and Sorrow for 4 
ſeaſ-n, tielalt day will manifeſt to have been unſpe:kably more 
theconcernment of other Men, than our own. It is therefore 
oÞ-this account, andthat duty which we owe unto all rhe'Sons 
of Men, cſpecially thoſe who in any place or degree bave the 
rule and diſpoſal of us in this world, and the things thereof, 
commitred untothem, that notwithſtanding the hazard that at- * 
tends us in the diſcharge of every duty of this kind, weadven- 
turetorepreſent our Condition and Deſires pnto all that endea- 


your to. .fofew after Truth with Peace, Yor 25 the Minds of © - 


Þ.g 


:"Menare capable of no greater 3, ton than what conſiſtsin 
- receiving the whole Truth of the: Goſpel, nor their Souls-of 
greater bleſſedneſs, than attends obedience thereunto, fo every 
miſtake of it, every prejudiceagainſt it, every oppolicion un- 
coir, or anyfart of it, arenot onely in themſelvesa corruption 
and debaſement of the mind, - but are uſuilly actended with 
conſequencs of greater Evijs, inand unto chem by whom they 
are entertained, - And this condition oftentimes gre men other- 
wiſe uprightand wile, caſt into, either by their owa ingrafted 
pre indices, or negleR cf that ſevere diſquili:ion after Trugh, 
.. Which ali che Sons bf icare obliged unto, or by ſufferingthem- 
ſelves to be 1mpo/ſed On, by the ſuggeſtions: of 0caers, who per- 
haps ſacrifice theirxRings in and about the things of God; to 
fome ſecular (and it may be very corrupt) ends of their own. 
Hence 'Tr«th and Innocency, which cannot- be oppreſled- bur 
 whencloathed with ax; repreſentations and calumnies, have in 
all Ages been forced to ſuffer the ſad effefts of their iff aker, 
who inthe meantime profeſſed highly an avowment of chem. 
''$o in particular, the foundation of all the miſeries-that ever 
' befe!' the Profeſſors of che Truth of Chriſt;-fince the day that 
the Name of Chriſtias was known inthe V Vorld, and confſe- 
-- quently of all that evil aid confuſion in the Earth, which che 
- Luſts of Men have produced, and the righteous Judgement'of 
God infli&ed, havelain in general, «<t.her in the ignorance of 
Men, of thegenuine hature 3nd tendercy of the Truth it ſelf, 
or in' theit credulity, in giving credic unto thoſe mſrepreſenta» 
tions of 1:, whichit bath always been theintreſt of many inthe. 
world, tv frameand promote. Hence the Profeſſors of Chrs- 
THarity, andevery particulir way therein, in their refpeRive 
1erfons and generations, have eltezwedir their duty, noronely 
unto Thethielves, to wave thei imminent ſuFcrings, if it were 
the will of God thereby, but unto Ochers al(q., whom they 
- ju4gedco be ingaged xgain't God ind hi; Truth, in their perſe= 
cutjon-of them, rodeclare freely and fully what + ic was that 
they did believe and praftiſe; 'and therein plead the equity arid 
; reaſon b'ereſs of thar d:livcrarice which they aimed-at,; of 
Themſelves fron ſuffering, and of Others from finning, And 
- herein bad they betore their eyes, the Example of che Great 
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make uſe of the like defenſatives of himſelf, and his DoRrine, 
Nor is it the leaſt preſcription of the Law vf Vature implan- 
red.in the heare of man by him that made it, that Tnnocency 
ſhould ſo far undertake i:5 own proteRion and ſ:curity, 28 to 
endeavour a removal of prejudicate imputations out of-the 
minds of therm, in whoſe Jndgement itis concerned. And this 
£41p, 4]| Men univerſally yejld obedience unto, . whointead not 
© abuſe ſuch imputations unto' finiſter ends, .nor ſuitable unto 
che innocency they profeſs, and ſo. by deſerting their own #u#- 
blameable defence, comraQt a guilt rendring them incapableof 
it for the fature. Whereas therefore it hath pleaſed him in 
whoſe hand our life and breath, and all our ways are, toplace 
us in that condition, wherein by the apprehenlions he hath gi-. 
ven usof his Mind and Will, in ſome things relating unto his 


Worſhip, we.are forced todifter from others, we conceive it - 


our Duty , for the prevention of- farther Evils, openly 'and. 


candidly todeclare both what we profeſs, and what in all humi-., 


liry wedeſire thcreupon : And wecannot but hepe, that when. 
the matters of our difference are known and conſidered, that. 
thiey will not be judged of io high a demerit, as torender a mo- 
deſt peaceable deſire of [»dx/gence in ouradberence unto them, 
a.new additiorr of guilt, For theircaſe is miſerableindeed, who 
being prejudged into a condition of ſufferings, thongh not. 
convinced of evil, may nor deſire relief from thoſe, who alone 
areableto afford it ; chat alſo being made 'an aggravatien of 
| _ miſery, by being made an aggravation of cheir' ſuppoſed, 
euilt. : | 
And in particular, this courſe is made at this ſeaſon neceſ\- 
ary unto us, fromtheexaſperatioa of the minds'of many, in 
reference unto what we proſeſs and deſire, with the prejudices 


that” are taken up- and improved. unto our. diſadyantage and : 
trouble: For although we have with the joynt Conſent of ail 


our Churches, ſome years . ſince, publickly declared what is 
the Faith which we. profeſs, and the Way of the Worſhip-of 


Gad whetein we walk, and did hape.thatic would. not be look--- 
edon as 47 unreaſonable expe#ation, that our Coxfeſion.might | 


ke/ercceivel 2 chriſtianTharitable ſedate conſideration, before 


*2 hes SER OR Cal 'T THY TOES. 
"Apofile of the Gentiles, who wi h various. ſucceſs did oft times - 
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itwere conderrined, or thoſe char adhetennto ic judged as evils 
doers for their ſodoing, yet conlidering the fad exaſperations 


. . of the Minds off Men, tliough :uþon cceafioriy-wholly forceign 
""t6 the warter of quoFairtrand:Profeſfion, : we cannot bewithe 


out ſomeapprehenfionsthat far the greateſtcpart of thoſe. who 
#e /oudeff intheireriesſor-feveritza gainſt us, have ſcarceb:en! 


 ſofaithful coChriſtian Candor-and Ingenuity, as ſeriouſly tor 


examine Whether there be in 'whar we believe and praQiſe; a juſt 

foundationforthac kind'ofr proceeding” anc aRing-towards us, 
which chey!ſo earneſtly deſite ro engage ourRulers mto.:;1f tor 
no other reaſonther, -but co endeavour tocall off theEthoughts? 
of Men'from Pixels; and. Perſonal Provocations,! un'o thoſe: 
things whictrare the prerended fourdation of theiraRings, and: 
with reference whereunto; their: Account; muft he: triade at the” 
I; Day; when ocher !mens; real or- apprebended! Miſcarriages? 
will give no! eonntenanceito theirs; we 'exynatibiit-judge it a 

Duty incumbenc.on us; to remind them what the chings are 


. which maſt giveconftruction unto all/that 19-this raatter they 


ſhall undertake or'perform , :..and whereinto, unde alt impu- 
tations whatever-of tbings..of other yatures; Our: comfort; be 
itwhat ic will; crac or faiſe, in ai our faftetings that we-may- 
be called unto, is reſolved; And we do know; that-they will - 
one day find themſetvesnnder a-wofs/miftake, whe ſuppoſe tbar: 
their ſeverity againſt us, wiltbeanyfatther juſtified, than there” 
is ground-for irinthe Principles which we profelgin the things of 
God:; and this canriot bur: be gvident:unto-them. (if chey will - 
giverhemſelzes bur the liberty of unprejudiced' :confideration) 
who'know thata velinquiſbment” of .thiſe Principles would in- 
ſtancly cauſe allthofe other Pleas and Pretences; to vaniſh out of 
their minds ; which at preſent rhey onely' make” w/e of. And 
thercfore alſo ſhall we not much concern our ſelves in any orher” 
charge that is laidagainſtus} bur -onelY'as' to what we profels, .. 
an]. practiſe in the Ways und Worſhip” of God, as knowing 
that-from thence-ajone, all occaſion :is taken for ther, We: 
ſhall. therefore onely' briefty declare our ſenſe of them, and - 
then procced to thatwhis his our real concernment.. For chere 
is not any we wrihing Berein nnder the Suns Je fY 
_ JÞnall Ages, .whare-qver any way an Religion, hath betn 
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j:dged by themoſt,: rightly, or otherwiſe, to be contrary. t6 


the mind of God, -as by chem apprehended, it barh been” im- 
mediately changed with the guijc of all the Evilsthatfell ont in 
the. days of'ios Profeſſion, though: evidentiy thay had other 
Caaſesand Occafions;- ''Such wee the condition of Chriftianity 
in gene-alof old, - as is menifeſt from the :Apologertical Wri- 
tings of fuſtin Martyr, ' Tertullian , eArnobims, Cyprian, 
Liltaniu, Minutins ," Felix, Auguitine,aud others. Upon 
every occaſion of: trouble, the common-cry_ ws, Chriitiaenes 
4d Lrones,' Suchi was alſo rhe Condition of the Proteffors of 
the P: oteſtintRetigion, upon the firſt Reformation, through- 
out the World, 'under- which prejudice and imputation, they 
are- yet forced''to ſuffer the wrath of Men in many places. 
Whatever diſatvantag:s chen.on this account we may be expo-- 
ſed unto,” we haveno reaſon: to complain Br. think ſtran2e , of, 
. 1tbeing no other tharrall-Menin the like condition 10 all Ages 
have had to conflitwithal, and will have ſo, whilſt Sin and 
Darkneſs.continuein the World, - To cotnmend our Conſci- 
ences unto God'iin welk-doing, is the one'y. means of peace in 


our ſelves, and'the whote Defenſutivein reference unto. 0:bers, : 
whichinthis caſt isfeftunto us; ':Mortaver it any who, eidder 
Teilly makeprofeſiion- of any way in.R-ligion, or: are: genes- | 


rally efteemed fo,todo, fall into-perſonal Crimes and Miſcare 
riages, which ns waycanſecareitelf againſt, Men juſtly pro- 


voked thereby, have ſfarre the patience ro utend-unto: any 


plea'tor the wy it'felf,” or thoſewho peaceably and'innocenily 


walk therein, "tho gh the charge -agaih(t - it be alroge;her - 


groundleſs ard urreaſonable. + Thus the abominarions of the 
Gnoficks of c1d was charged upon the whole Body of Chri. 
Nianicy, andthe unwarrantabie Zeal of one. Man jn firing. a 
Temple in the Kingdow- of Perſia, reficted an impuration of 
Sedition 6n'all the Profeſſ5rs of the Goſp:}, to their extirpa» 
tion our of chat: Empire. But the. udrightevuſneſs of this charge, 
is we hope evident eren'tothemſcl;es who would fain make 
uſe of it unto our diſadvanrege , for no Sagigy in_the World 
can give (:curity forthe deportment of al Indjviduals belong- 
ivg uTo it, 2ccordivg anco the Rules of the. whole; and. if 


they may be chargedwith ſuch miſcarriages, it were eale [2 de> 
modſtrate 
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-monſirate,. that no (ommwaiey, no Profeſſion. of Men in the * 
World, no Order, Er can be acquitted from pnilt, or 
thoaghc meetto haye Modleration exerciſed towards'ir, © Be- 

. fides, We know. not in- particular, but: rhat all occifgons-of 
» refteRtifig upon Ovy: Societier on this-accqunt, have by the 
goodneſs of God been prevented, for which we are humbly 
thankWhunto'? Lis 'Holy.- Majelty.=- Bur if to: acctife, be 
to rendggany Men nocent, none can be Tong inno- 
iv ef <tr Banquets, promifexons Enits, and Inceits, + 
muſt.onthat ground be thought co bethe; Ends of the Primi- 
tive Aſſemblies of Chriſtinns, * If Men: will, take to them- 
ſelves che libefry of entertaining evil and groundleſs ſurmizes, 
it is impoſlible for us, or any living, to ſet bownds to theic 
imaginations. So that we have nothing in this caſe ro do, - 
but to leavethe Authors of ſuchFalſe'andcalumnious inſiour- 
tions, unto thatReward which God-and their own Conſcien- 
res ili not ſuffer them'to loſe; and our Vindication unto 
the Provideneeof God, over oar preſent and futare deportment. 
Je may be thought of nearcr.concernment unto us,” when the 
late Tronblesin-theſe Nations, are objected, and the remegt- 
brance of them renewed+unto* our prejudice. Bat whether 
_ «the frequent and importunate\ urging. of them, ſirge by his 
q* Majefties { lemency and Grace they are put into Legal Oblition - 
? forever,” do tend unto the compoſvre and ſctciement of the 
Minds of Men, which is certainly the duty of all goodSubjeRs 
[| . toaym at, wel:ave itunto theconlideration 0f «thoſe who 'are 
| wiſerthen we, andon whom the care of the Peace and Well- 
fare of the Kingdom's in an eſprcidimanner incumbent. Forour © 
own parts, weſhall only fay, That witreas chey were neither bee 
gun, nor carried on,upOnthe account of that (xy #1 the Yor ſnip 
4 of God which we profeſs; May theremembrance of theri be never 
© ſeverely revived; 'we cannot fear any juſt eonclufton from -* 
thence, unto a ſuſpition of Troubles »f the like nature for the 
fathre, as wel knowing the ab lnte freedom of our Pronciples * 
from any-(uch tendency. as will as the providential warauelltns 
7 . 6f+ 47 thc inheriveien [ntererts. 1d 0c ions, in ich 1: dioidual 
| Preſent counttnanevdhemſelves wit hall, 1%. Fheir Engagements 
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* M:giftracy" we own, a5 1he-Ordinance of 'Grd; ind- Hy 
Ala fy as the Per fon ſecover uiby his Providence) in the Chief 
414 Riyal Adminiſtration thereof: In /ubmiſſion nnto Hims, 
vr: profeſs it owr Duty -to regulate our-Obedience by the Laws 
and Cait.ms over which He prefides in* the: Government of 
theſe N #:50#3, '' So that OUR PRACTICAL" ADHERENCE 
UNTO' OUR ONN AVOWED PRINCIPLES, 18 all that in 
ris matter- can fall under the moſt [uſpizions and uncharitable 
/urmizeThat there is any means of giying: ſuch abſoluterſaris- 
tat'on concetningfutwre events, which depend on the minds 
ard wills of Men; as-to !cive all-ſaſpicios concerning mem 
impoſſible, we know not; much lefs to prevent ſome Meits 
pretending ſuſpitions for ends beſt know unto Themſelves: 'Buc 
-this we know, that-Whar ways or means ſ:ever are warranted, 
or citabliſhed by the Laws of this Land, or may be ſo, aud 


th:ya:e ſuch as Mankind muſt content themſelves withal; us 


incapable of fur. hey or greater aſſurance, or whatevey elſe may 
he rationally and juft/yexpeRcd from us, we have given, and 
are rea1y co give ſecurity by, againſt the Evils intimaced in 


| this Charge vupon us; which-being 1h: #rm2ſt that our Duty calls _ 


1:pou 1for, we hope we"ſhall #ot always ſuffer for 'teing rhe 


 VUnhappy Ovjetts of ſome Mens GROUNDLESS JEALOU- 


SITES, which for #4 .to' remove, & altogetber "impoſſible, God 
himelf having not appointed aty way ormeans for us to uſe-to 
that end or purpoſe. | 

As then netther' We, nor -Others, cau hiader Men from ma- 
king uſe of this P retence, for ſome ends of their own, (though 
weknow, as itis uſed by Them itconmmributes nothing to Pab- 
lick Tranquility, 'and the 'compoſure. of the Minds of Men) 
ſo we hoe thac GOD will fo tar in His gaod Time'clear up the 
Tnnccexcy and Sincerity of 0ar- Intentions, and their ſuirable- 
neſs unto our declzred Principles, that 0 juſt occaſion of Re- 
proach be adminiſtred unro Thew who wait for 44vantages 


" againſt Us, 


Ard what are We, that Publick Diſtgrbance ſhou'd be feared 
from Us? Nec pondera reruns, nec monenta ſnww : By what 


way or means, were we neyer fo defirous, could we contri- 


bute any thing chereunio? What Deſigns are wecapable-of? 
$ What 


What Intre#f haveweto purſues, What Aﬀſanct - expeF 6N 
look aſter? WhatTe/ero preterd? Whac HOPes of $»eceſs'? 


What Reward of any hazard to b+ undergonie? We have no 
Form 0f Government, Civ! or.Ecclefiaſtical, to impoſe on 
the Nation; Lay ng Prerence unto Powey to be exerciſed on 
the Perſ<wsof any of his Maajefties Sibjefts , Have no "Expe- 


. Rations from Perſons or Nations, thac might induce us to ſur- 


ther or pr omote- any-ſiniſier aymy of other Hen then:mot 


of our avm. is but ©o paſs the reſidue of our Pilgrimage inpeace, 


ſerving Godin the way of our Devotion: We'cover ro: Mens 
Silver or cteir Gold, their Places or Preferments, Oar whole 
Deſire is chat wn ae old co their Brother!Zdom ; Ler ms 
i, we pray. through the Conntrey, ne will not paſs throdgh 
PEAR Tcbriagh the Vineyards, neit ber — brink i 
the Water of the Wells, we will go by the Kings High way, we 
»ill not tuywro the righthand, nongothe lift, nil we have pauſe 
ſed thy Boaderr: May we'tius far prevail, urtler the prote- 
Aion of: Gods Providence, tis Ma jcities Favour, and 6ur own 
Inrocercy, we Have no Principles, we Shaft have no Reaſon, 
farther to trouble our ſelves.or others, 1fir bedenied unto us; 
and we muſt yet be ſcattered over the face of theEarch, we 


.ſhall yet oray for the proſperity of his Maj: ty, ard the'Land 


-of our Nativity 5 parient!y bezring the 11d1gnarion- of rhe 
Lord, againſt whom we havelirined, 2nd waiting 'for His Seb 
A 41898. | : 
That which of late js principelly urged -unts our prejudice, 
is. The prohikftgay of that Way of W.rſhip which we dire ro 
walkin, and RE | abliſoment of anuiher by L AW, to whoſe 
Authority weowe  ſubjettion, YVhen this begios once to be 
| gg the real merii$ of the Cavſe in debate, is ntually over= 
cer, and the obedience required by Zow,isonely infifted 0", as 
though char Were grown 8 Civil Differeroe by theinterp. f1:40n 
ofa Law, which beforgewas purely Religions. This Paw bim- 
delf f:-yrd:to be one of the moſt d&fficuircafes behad to:contend 
withall, Jt was objcaed nnto him, "That he-t2iphe Caprms 
which itwas mt Lawful for to do ameny the Remains; 'KB16/21, 
All chac Dffgive which he badco veclare, wh antecedaiicly in 
general | endy Law ; it beivg determined by the Rewgns 
SEE Gr ——_— 335 che, 
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Thrit no #0 foipof God ſhinld be admitted amovgft thei,” wat” 
eſeabliſn'd by Pablick: eAuttority. And bad nott Te Lightand” 
T1u.b of Chrifaxity broken through 'that oppoſirion , it 
mult have lain,ſhut up.in. darkneſs co.t'iv dz y. (For out parts, 
wehayeanely this ro ſay,” Thar there's tio 1e ſon to'urpe tlijsas> 
A fp aljar Qtr againſt us; it being the onely Foundation 
ot all others, and ,onely occaſion -of the Difference abtur; 
which we treat,” H:id not a. Law enjoyned the praftiſe of 
ſome things,in tte V Vorſhip of God, 'wiich according! vn:o 
our.preſent, Light we cannot aſſent unto, without ceaſing to 
warſtyp Him, (for to worſhip Him, ia our own tHoughts, 
agdinſt His Mind and Y Vil; is to ptafanc His Name and V Vors 
yp). had it ro..fordiddertthe exercife and' diſcharge of ſome 
Dgties which\we account our. ſelyes ebliged unto by the Au- 
thorizy of God Himſelf, we hid had "9 ues eo implore the Cle- 
Bency.gf cur Gorereours to.relieve us againſt rhR Severity 
waich we le Lo. :Thzs,then we ackriowledge . bur withal- to 
{tare this I right Foundation, © doſolemily in 
8ll ſinceri:y proteſt before God, His boly Angels, a1d all the 
VYorid, That it is not out of any VUnwarrantable 0 bFinaty - 
that weateco:.ſcious of uata our ſelves, Nor from any diſafft- 
Rion.unto,, or difſa;zsfaRion in the Goyernment elfat God hath 
ſetover us ; bur meeily from a ſenſe 'of that '"Account- which 
we'have-one day-to.make beforz. JESUS THRIST the JUDGE 
of. Atl, that wecannot yeild that Compliance unto the AX for 
Unifermity: which it requireth of us. . The then, notwith- * 
Kanding, this prejudice, 1s ftillche, ſame; Co#/# erce towards 
.God intherhings of his own. V, Yorſhip,: is ſtil, and alonecon- 
cerned. *whacever, other precences and rexſonings may inthis 
;Caſebe.made uſe, of, (as many .are, and ever were in che like 
Caſes, and will ſo de.) The whoſe real coyle ot Fe Wy, | 
| which, we humbly gepre:3te,, and onely Reaſon lying againſi 
- the lod Lats deſire, 75 6Ur broke on and P BIA p the 
| thipgs4hat. ex6 ut of thi Warld, but purely, retating "to the 
- Revelation of, the Mind and Furſhip. of GO © Y Vbatever 
' therefore Mey may. plead, pretend, or urge, other na- 
ture, weare ſo far conſcious unto' our own 1 - 25 tobe 
fully fatisfiedinour Minds, That whatever D4»gets we may be 

LA : 
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in this matter xp >ſed unto, ,or, whatever we may be called ro 
ſuffer, :icis;all meely. for” believing 5,2 God, and worlluppiag 
:: o6-Himy 4forcipg toys He har pet PRARE ed reF$21 of 
{2 HixMingupious, Anas if of ct T; #$%06t th dhepowet of 
:: ariyofhe$ors of M to depigey Vat Ooifeta'conyalich 
"an: apprehenſion of, ; C ruth! will '85r4 unto ther that 
- \(incerely,and corſ.izntiouſly tmbriteit ; To*whectier” amy anga 
, [ican cammeng thejr-Cgn {eemcex to Gvd*actbtding tothe:Rales 
« of thebleſſed Goſpel of0yt Lord Johis ChHF our moleſta- 
++ tion; and-;tqube, nyt [cave Ft 3Hi He wrejudicet: Meir co 
- . judge. : And chatwe, may yet furtMer”temiveraliigeonnth of 
; -miftake®. and obviate all fo Ia *gnces apainit us,' wie hail 
 « candidly declargibe general Princl les both oF oar Fawhiand 
; "Worthip, and xbea teavegur C01 (oowhatcer iv maybey co 
.: the Judgement of bjmywho 24 W961 k diy whowimbatill 
14474 1be Wor 145 nRightas! "7, of his'Majeſty whom hettih 
' Yerovervs in ſupreme Power, and of all other Parſons whatever, 
"who haveany ſ: rce of the T<rcor of the Lord, the actounuwe 
muſt make of ſerving Him according to whatHe's pleaſed ro 
1 xvealiof hinlelf para, us, the garare of thitgy kno,umonieby by 
:: divine Revelation ,orgt. che 57 ir frail (orditionef Flunkind 
-- he cbi{Wanrks- 5 pojgen ts en 003197 33-08 64 
i.) Por theFaitb which we profeſs, and whith we deſire! 10walk 
. #ccoiding un'0, We need natinGſt upoH theparticular heads of 
* - it, having ſore years fipce fn gur Confeſir51s publickly declared 
ity drone jour; confeſs 8 ph Chiva +. hettiersdow/ we 
'- "Own or aLow any Dutraue,; buy what (stHeftin #ſewvadiin® de- 
tlared;\ And we bape it will nor þe lookfd upores adnnredſon- 


able Requeit, if we humbly defi:e, Thar it mny- receive a chri- - 


ſtian charitable ſedate conſideration, before it he condemied. 

- May webe convinced: of anything there, rioragrecable unto 
the Sriiptures, mot, £a8nght and TeyEalettiv then, wwe" (hal be 
wirh'the firſtin ics reje&ion." That thiF hath been by'any as 
yet attempted, -weknow not. ; and yet ite we jujped; cen (u- 
red and reproached-ypon the account of it © So*far- are Menide. 
venerated from rbgt frame of 5pirir,,. which was intherChri- 

:' PNianrof cli ſo far haye t ns, relnquifhed che' Wafyewherein 
' | -they walked towards, thoig who Eee frorn them. ©»? 1 { 
ved ASS | ve 10 00 | * -» hy HS, Nor 
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Nor do we decline FP ALES ef the Primitive Chareb ; . 
being fulty-facisfied, That what we. teach. and adhere; uaro, is 
as conſonant untothe DoArinethereof as thitiof anyChourch- 

- at this day 10 the World...” The four fff General Councels, as. 
Sto what was determined in them.ia matters of Fiich; are con-- 
-. fitm:dby £4 infthis:Netion , whichis alfthar from Fariquity.- 
rp ear of Aurhorivy put vpn it amongſt us, 
Fhigalſo we willing "to" ind fallyaſerrin gun Conf: bon... 
Neither do:hhe addicion of ours, ciſturb the Har monythar is 
in the Confeſſion« of the Reformed Churches, being in all mate. 
rial pojats the ſame with:th:m, and no o:herwiſe differing from 
-- gay ofchery in things of feſs importance, than as they do 'oae 
\from-another;, andas alConfeffionshzyedone, ſince ihe firſt 
:Jnrrodu Rions'of their aſe into the Charches of Godi Thar 
. Wiich am3ng}4 thin is of moſt lpecial regirdant$confideracion 
-wptous, isthatof the Charch of England, declared in che @L-- 
tacles of Religian ; And herein in payticulzr; whatis purely Do» 
: ctringl, we tullyembrace, and*cnoftaatly adhere une), , And 
#hough we ſhall nat campare our ſelves with orders, in Abilicy - 
toalſecc, teachand maintain ic 1, yer-we catinor;-whill we-are 
confcion42t0 ourſelves of our Integrity in oucevriial adhe- _ 
rence unto it, but bear with regret the Clamorons Aoruſarions 
FM ; "of ſomeagain us, fordepirting from 'the Comb of England, .. 
- . who have nor giren thc teſtimony of cheir adherence unto; 7s 
- - D»@rine, .which.we bayg done, ant by the help' of God (hall 
conting2ro do... Iristrus inde; there are ſome Enlargement s 
in our Confeſſ.1n of che things delivered in che” Thirty Nine:: 
-Articles; ſamz Alditionsof things nor expreſty.contained in 
* ( then, which;we nereneceſfica:ed unto, for the fuil declaration of 
- | out, Minds,.and tg. obviate thr vþlbquy- which otherwiſe we 
mighehave been expoſed uato, as refer ving oar Judgement in. 
macrersthat had receiv:d great p:iblick debareince the compo- 
fare-of thoſe Articles : -But yer we are fully perfw aided, chit 
- thereis not any propoliition incour whole Confeſli»1, which is. 
; By ng net anyti1 5 containedr1 the Avcicies, 08 js nor by: 
/ juſt co.xſequence d-ducible ran them. Neither, wete we the 
" Axthors of the- Explanations or Balargemencs/ munciaued ;.. 
there beg nothing contaitid.in.chem, but whar we have {arnet 
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and been infirutted in from che Writings of the moſt famous: 

, Divinesof thy Nation, Biſbops and Others, ever fincethe Re- 

' formation; which being publiſhed by L:ga/ Authority, bave 
beenalwaysefteemed, both ar home and Sd faithfully-co 
repreſent the DoQrine of tae {hurch of England, © We have 
no n:w Faith to Declare, nonew Doftrine to Teach, no private 

Opini.#s ro Divulge,, no Point of Tracth do we Profelſs, no net 

one, which hath nor been declared, taught; divulged and eſtcem- 

f edazthecommon/DoErineof the Charch of Englandever ſince 

* the Reformation; a nn 
If then weevince not the Fa; bwe profeſs to beconſonantan-- 
$01 he Scriptures, the Doctrine of the Primitive Church, of the 
four firft General Conncels, the. Confeſſt,ns of the Reformed 

| Chure bes beyondthe Seas, -and that inparticrlar of the Church 

' of Englani, we (hall acknowledge thy Condirion of Things in 

g + reference unto that Liberty which we humbly defire;'' ro be + 

4 - Otherwilſe-ſtated,.. then hitherto we have apprekended-”" Bur 

if this be the condition of onar Profeſſion, as we hope it is ma- 

nifeft- unto all Uaprejudiced' and Lagenious Perfons to be; 
who- eſteem. it rheir Day not to judge- a macter of ſo great 
impo-rance befare they bear it, We can hirdly-taink chat 

They give up Themſelves ro thc ConduRt of ' the Merck -and 

Holy Spirit of CHRIST, who are ready 'to breathe'out 

Extirpation againſt vs, asto our Jatereſt i» 1his World, tor 

the] profeſſion of Thoſe Principles in the things of God, which 

They pretend to build their own Intereſt; upon for another. 

|. The NON-CONFORMITY then that we may beckarged 

wich, being very remote from a diſſznt unco” thas Dorins 

which is here publickly avowed, and conficmed by Law, it can= 

not bur feem ſtrange unto us, tat any ſhould endeavour :0- 

caſt us under-che ſame ſforricy with them who! utterly rc 

nounceit: and would entayl upou their Pſtzriry, onthefor. 

ſcicure of «ll _thetr Pabliqae Rights, as Euglib-cAfen, and 
benefic of their privace Eltatrs, noe onely an udberevee unto 
the Proteſtant Religion , | burr a Preciſe aiid Determivace 

Jadgemeac and Practile in things of very ' Earvle Congrrn- 

men. checein., and of gove- ac all , as to publique. Frans. 

quilcy. 3 NN 
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- Woulditrotſcem Arange, tfaca man might at:as eafic and 


. cheapa rate, renognce the-ProteFtant”P rofeſrorf andithe' Rue 
: damental D-frines of the Chnrchof Englan#,'in Things indi- 


ſperſab'y neceſſary to Salvation, as ro be miſtakeny-or tupehd 


: bis aſſeat about;chings dark and diſpurable in their own ware, 


and of zery ſmall importance, which way foever thiy ave determi. 
#e1? So Phy ws in the embracing or refu/al 'of them, rebel 
not againſt that commanatig Light of God ſetup intheir hearts 
co rulethem in His Name, in that appretenfion- whict: they 
- have of the-Reyelation of his Will,, which is uvtothem#f'gexq; 
#4 eternal moments LY nn NR LINE MR 
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They are then onely things relating vnto.Ont ward Order and 
» #orſ:ip, wherein our difſent from the preſent. Fſtabliſhment* of 


 Refigion; dothconfilt ,,;chingsabour which rher&hathbeen.va. 
- | rjrty of Judgement, aud difference in Praftice, fronvthe days of 
''the'Apoſtles,. ard probably will 'be ſo. artil'the/ end-'of: thg 
' | World: For we-find by experjence, that the lare/Ewpediexefor 
'.theending of differences abour them, by vindieningeof them 
+ ,intothe arbitrary difþeſal of every (hnrch, or thofe that;pre- 


ſidetherein, in whoſe Determination: allperTorvaretoacquie 


eſte, iso far from accompliſli;g the' wo:k®whereuntw'it js 


deſigned, that it-contributes|arpely ratheirfincredſeand perpe- 
euatior;Ourorely guiltchen is, Our Nut agreting with others "in 
thoſe things wherein there.never yet. w.1s an agreement among 
Chriſtians s Nor, perhaps, had chey all thac frame of Spirit in 
Moderation end mytual Forbearance which the Gofpe lyequireth 


:-- I» them; y.ouldiceverbe any way needful rhat there ſhould {ſo 


For one parts, about theſe things we judge not other men;'nor 
do, or ever did ſeck to impoſe our wpprebenſions on their Tudge- 


! -; ents or, Practiſe, What inthem 1s agrecabJeunto'Truth, God 
' *&nous, atidiwill oneday d:cjare., Unto our preſent Light in'the 


Revclationof His #4, muſt,our praQtiſebe confortied;- unleſs 
to pleaſe Men, -and fecure 'our tranſitory, ferifhify Corictrn= 


« ments,» wetotend to break tis Bonds, and,calt away: bisCords 
-Fcompus | 5 ults 204 Bok 
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And hat it may the better appear whatis both vir Judgethene 


-- andPrattiſe, in and about theſe things, unto wher we'Have 


declared 
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declared inith6cloſe of oar ji 5. 7 WP we ſuppoſ: tlicy 
c1inr.0- rea{ynablyand with ſacisfaRtion to their own Confcien- 
ces,” vybolly/ overlook, who becauſe; thereof, . are ready to -+ 
reft:& with ſevere thoughts vp2n.us): we ſhallaow o1ely adde, - 
the General Prinziples wheieuntoallchat we profels or practiſe | 
invtheſe:tbings, -is reſolved.. - And of th-m we'bambly dclire - 
that aGhriftian and Candid Conſiderario:1may be bad : Asfap- | 
poſing thato paſs a Sexteuce of Condemnation azain{t us ior 
our diſſent untoary thing, wit'jouta previous weighing of the 
Rexſohs of that diſſeat, -i3ſcarce ſairable anto tharLaw whete- 
by we ar& Men, and _ingagedinto Civil.Societies. As ther Re- 
JIigionis publickly received anleſtabliſhed in this Nation, there 
arc many 'eutrard Concernments Of. it, relatinz'unto Perſons 
ind Things,thatare diſpaſedand-regulaieli by andaccording to 
che Lyws thereof: Such isthar which iscalled; Power Eccleſpa- 
ſia,” ot Authoricy todiÞp fe of thoſe Afairs of the Church 
A withecorroivr Jarifd ion, which relates/to the outward ”= 
lith Concernments of it, and the Legal Intreſts of Men in hen: 
This we acknowledge and owatohe vlted in the Supreme M1 j 
viſtrate, the Kings Majety, who is-the Fountain and Spring - '1'Y 
of all J#ri/diction in his own Kingdoms whatever, - No power | 
cat) be put forth orexerciſedeowardsany of his Sybjecs,” which 
in-the manner or nature'of its exertion, hath: the force Of a 
- Law, Sentence, or Juciſditioa, or which, as to the effec of it, 
reacheth their Bodies, Eſtates, or Liberties, but what jz derived 
from bim, and binding foxme#y on that ſole Reafon, aad no * 
otherwiſe, -- © / | | pong 
' Hence we-haveno Principlein the leaſt ſeducing us to tranſ- 
- greſs againſt any of thoſe Laws which in former days were | 
 Tooked on as fafe Pr eſervatives of the Proteſtant Rel:gion and 1. 
| ""Imtreſt in thy Nation, Did we aſſerc a Forreign Power over 
| 


his Majeſties SubjeRs,andclaim an obedicace from themin ſome P 
ſablicaſes xs migtit avour pleaſure be excended co.the whole thar. 
| "is CygEunto Him, Didwe, or any of ug,” by.vertue of any 0 fe 
| fic# wehold inthe Church of G14, clajm and exerciſe a Juriſ- 
| dietion overthe Pecſ2ns of his Mjeſties Subje&3 in Formand 
Courſe of Law, Ocdid we ſa much asprecead unto thy exer s 
of-anySpirixual Power char ſhould produce e590 the OaÞ * 
| 1 >: og” 


[16] | 
ward Man { We might well tear, leit juſt offence ſhov'd be ta: 
ken againſt us, - But wheteasthe way wherein we worſhip God 
is utterly urconcerned inthe ſe things, and we willingly profeſs 
the Spring of all Outward Corrcive '? wriſdictiony to be-in-the 
Perſon of the Kings Mareſy alone, without ti.e leaſt intermix. 
ere of any other Power of che ſame kind, direftly or by con- 
ſequence; we cannot but tay with confidence, That jx-will be 
u:cerly impoſſible co convinceus, Thaton this account*we are 
Offenders, 

For the- Worſhip of God, andOcder therein, (which is purely 
Spiritudl and Evangelical) we acknow.elge indeed rhe. Lord 
[er Che to bethe one'y Inſtituror or Author of ir,, and .he 
holy Scripture ene onely Principle revealing, the onely Rule to 
Judge of ir, and co {quareit by, It is:not now: our veſignto 

lIcaithe Fruchof this Dcinciple, nor yet to clear ic from mi» 
ſakes, or vindicate it from oppoſition : All which are done 
elſewhere. Ler 1: be ſuppoled to bean 'Z-roror Mifteks, 
which is the wor ft that can be ſuppo/edof It, we muſt needs lay, 
Thatit is an Error which bath (ſo much feeming coancenance 


given unto ir by enumerable places of Scrip:ure, and by ſo ma... - 


ny Tctimonies of the -Ancient and Modern Doors of the 
Church, and is-every way ſotiee from the production of any 
Co. ſ:quent of ei) importance; Thatifthere beaay faylure of 

the Minds of Men, inand abour the rhings of God, whichfrom 
a common fence of the frayityof Wumane Natnre, may ratiq« 
nally expe fordearance and pardon from them; who navethe 
happineſs: be from all miſcarriage, of that kind (5f any ſuch 
there be) chis may claima ſhareandintreſt among cher, 

Nor are we able as yet rodifcern, how any :cceprable account 
can be given to the Lord ſeſas, atthelaſt day, ot ſevericy-apainſt 
Thu Prizciple, or cho#e char, otherwiſe inoff.afive, walk ac- 
cordiapg tothe Lighrof it, 

Moreover, Whrreas Principles True in Thew/elves, may in 
their app'ication uno PraRtice be preſſed co give.counterance 
untothat which direRly they lead not unco ; We have the ad- 
ya"'a3e yer firther particularly to declare, That ir the purſuit 
of it-a he WO:ſhip of God wethive ne other Ordinances or 

 Adn:mitratiens, buc whatareowned by the Law and Church of 
; Enoland 
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Englaxd. Now whatever other occaſion may be ſought againſt 
ns, (which we pray God not to lay to their charge who delighe 
jn ſuch PraRiſes) we know full well thit we Gifcr in notking 
from the whole form of Religion eſt:bliſhed in Exolaxd, bat 
onely in ſome fewthings in outwird Worſhip, wherein weckn- 
not conſ\nbtwithout the Renunciacion of this Principle, of whoſe 
falſhood we are not convinced. This being our ozely Crime, .if 
it bea Crime, thisthe oxely EMiZzke that weare charged with, 
in the things of God, we er hope that.fober-Men wil! not ;adges 
it of ſo high a demerit, aste be offerded with our humble de- 
ſire of Indulgence, and a ſharein thatPrincely Favour cowards 
Perſons of Tender Conferences, which Hig Majeſty hath o'ten 
declared his Inclinationsfor. 

Weconfeſs that oftentimes, when ſuch Diets are made 2 
Crime, they are quickly eſteemed the greateſt, yea, almoſt ai 
that is criminal : Bat whether ſuch a Jadgement owes not it 
Jelf more to Paſſion, Prejudice, and private Interefti, than to 
righr. Reaſon, is not hardtodecermine. 

For our p:rts, as we ſaid before, They are no prent things 
Y hich we deſire for cur ſelves; the utmoſt of our zym b:ingio 
paſsthe Remainder. of the ſew days of our Pilgrimage in the 
Lani of onr Nativity, ſerving the Lord according to what He 
hath-been plealed 'o reveal of His Mind and Will unto U:, Ard 
-we ſuppoſe that th5ſe who are forward in ſuggeſting Counſe'sto 
the contrary, know net well how to comnmervail the Kings da» 
mages 

That this our Defire is neither #»rea/onable nor #2juſt , that 
it containeth nuthing contrary tothe Will of God, the Pattie 
cfihe Church «f 91d, or ro the diſadvantspe of the publick tran» 
quility of :heſe Nations :. Butrhba:r ail outward Vialeace and Se 
verity onthe account of our Diſſent, is deiti.ure of any firm 
Foundation in Scr ;ptare, Kraſon, o1 the preſent f aricture of {fo 
fairs amongit m, we humbly crave Liberty in the further pure 
ſvic of our own JUST DEFENCE, briefly to.dec;arc and 
Eridence., 

1he great Fundamental Law among? men, from which all 
others ſpring, and whereby they oughc ro be regulated, is thac 
Law of Naiare, by which they are diſpcfed unto Civil Society, 

D 10r 


[18] 
f6rthe good of the whole ardrevery inlividual Member thereof. 
And this good being of the grea:eſt importance unto al!, doth 
unſpe3kably out-ballance rhoſe /»convengences which may befall 
any of them through a ReſtriQion pur upon them by the parti- 
eulir Lawsand Bonds of the Sogiery wherein they are engaged. 
If is not impoſſible, bur that fundry perſons might honeſtly im- 
prove many things unto their advantagein the increaſe of their 
Intreſt in things of this World, were not bounds ſetunto their 
Endeavours, by the Laws of the Community whereof they - 
are Members. But whereas 00 Secarity may be obtain'd that 
they ſhall not have their particulir Limics ard Concernmepts - 
broken in upon by an Hand of Violence and Injaſtice, but in a 
purſuit of that Principle of Vatwre, which direR&s them ro the 
onely Remedy of that Evil, in Civil Society, they are all in ge- 
meral willing ro foregoe their particnlar advantages , for 
that which gives chem &4ſſ«ravce and Peace in all that they 
ere and enjoy befides. All ſuch coryeniencies therefore, as 
confilt inthe things that are within the Power of Men, and are 
inferionrco that Good and Advantage which Pbl5qne Society 
dothafford, the Law of Natwre direfting Men, and their chief« 
eſt Good, commands them, as Occaſion requires, to forbearand 
quit,'. Nor can any Community beeffabliſhed, without ebedi- 
exce untothat Command. But of the things that are wot within 
the power of len, thereis another reaſon, If the Law of So 
ciety did require that all Men engaging thereunto ſhould be of 
one ftaturt aud form of viſage, or ſhould have the ſame mea» - 
ſure of [ntelefuald Abitities, or the ſame Conception of all 
ObjeRs of a Rational Underſtanding, it were utterly impoſii- 
blethat any Community ſhould ever be raiſed among the Sons of 
Men, 

As then allInconvenizncies, yea and Miſchisfs relating unto 
things withint he power of Men, areto be undergone and born 
with, thatareleſs than the Evils which nothins but Politics! 
Societies can prevent, for the ſ;ke thereof: Sothe allowance of 
thoſe Differences which are inſeparablefrom the nature of Man, 
as diverſified in Individuals, and inſuperable unto any of their 
Endeavours, is fuppoſed in the Principles of its being and con- 
ſticucion. Yea, this is one Principlcof rhe Lawof Nature, to 

bo which 
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which we owe the B-n2fi:5 of kbumane Converſation, and 'Adming. 
Rration of Juſtice, thar thoſe Differences amore it Men which 
unto them arcad{olute!s UNavol Jable,and therforcin tiacralely cS 
rotintrenching upon, nor d.fanulling the $004 of the whole, 
(for Nature doth not interfere with its ſelf ) ſhouid be forborn 
andallowed among them, ſecing an endeavour for tbeir extin« 
guiſhment, muſt irrelijtibly exitoguiſh tC Commurazy it {eif, 
as rating away the main ſuppoſa! on which it is founded. Arg 
in that Harmony which by an anſweradleneſs of one thing.unto 
another, riſeth from ſuch Differer.ces, doth the chieſeſt Glory 
and Beauty of Civ1] Society ccnfifſt, the teveral particulars of ir 
alſo, being rendred uſeſul unto the whole thereby, Of chisna- 
turearethe ehings concerning which we diſcourle. They relate, 
as is confeſſed, unto Things [biritxal and ſupernatural; hat the 
will of God in theſe things cannor be known but by Revelation 
from Himſelf, all Men will acknowledge :. And we ſuppoſe they 
will with no leſs readineſs conſent, That Divine Revelation can 
wot be apprehended or aſſented unto, but according to the nature 
and meaſure of that Light, which God rpleaſed to communicate 
unto them unto whom [uch Revelation is made : That this Light 
doth ſo equally affeR the 1tmas of all Men, or that it #5 poſſible 
it ſhould do ſo, conſidering the divers ways and means of its com- 
munication, with the different diſpoſitions of them that receive 
ir, that they ſhould all havethe ſame apprehenſion of the things 
propoſed unto them, none will jzage, but /xch as take up thery 
profeſſion in theſe things on Cuſtom, Prejudice, or Intreſt.” It will 
then hence evidertly tollow, That Mens apprebenſions of things 
[}iritual and ſupernatural, fach we meanas have no alliance-un- 
tothe inprafced Light of Nature, are not abſolutely under thetr 
ow" power, nor depend on the Liberty of their wills, whereunto 
.All Lawis given, And therefore is the diverfity in andabour 
thew, to be reckoned among theſe nnavoidable Differences 
which are ſuppoſed in 1he Law of Civil Society, and without 
which Suppoſal, every attempt for any ſuch Society, weald be 
deſtruRiveof ic ſelf. Among theſe apprehenſions, and the ex- 
erciſe of of our Conſciences towards God upon zbemy, lies all 
the difference from thePreſenc E ſtabliſhment, which we deſire 
an 7n4u/gence to be ſhewed towards; not 3t all my: k 
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that it is lawful for them who have attain:d a1to an agremyt | 
in them, lo faras they have «ira ned, to confirm and ſtrengthen. f 
tha: agreement ancng themſelves, and tender it defirabie unto 
others, by all ſuch Ways and Mzans as by Right and the Laws: 
of the Society whereof they are, they may makeut of. 


Anditis, as we! umbly concetve, in vain yretended, That 
#t is x't the Apyreher ions of Mons Mind', and hiirConſciences' 
anto Goa nwniuthem, but anely thiir vntward Atings that fall s 
under the Penaltier d-ſired oy ſeme to beinasÞenſably impoſed on 
Diſſ-rters from rhe Eftabl:fr1 Form , Yeetng thoſe Penalties 
are not on? y annexed vnt9 + ions which ſuch Apprehenſions 
require, as Duties unto Gd, bat alfounto a not AtFing contrary. 
un othem, which direAly and im:nediarely refAleRt on che Mind 
and Conſcjenceit ſelf: other ways to reach the {onſciences of | 
their Brethren , it is utteriy. impoſſible £9 fin: ours, And to 
teach men that their Conſciences towards Gad are not concer« | 
ned either in ace acting according to their Light in! is Worſhip, | 
or in -cting againſt it, is to teach them to be Athiiſts, | 

VVe cannot therefote but hope that our dittance from the ' 
preſent Eitabliſhm-nc, .1n ſomefew things relating unto Super- 
natural Revelation,(elpccially whilſt in our agreement wita it, 
there is a ſalve for all chings in the leaſt intrenching on cheLight | 
of Nitureandallthings whatever, chat even o* Revelation ir ſelf, | 
are neceſſary to che grand end of it, with Security againſt any | 
thing that may any way inco:nmodate Publick Tranquility) ' | 
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CEN 


being unto us inſuperab!e, and :herefore provided for by the 
Fundamcntal Law of all Civil Societies, that ic will not always 
receive ſo ſevere a corſtru&tion as to deprive us of the Good 


and Benefic rhereof, For to annex P-nilties, which in the pro- =Y 
greſs will deprive mer of all thoſe advantages in their outward | 
Concernments which Publaque Society doch or can afford, nnto 
th5/e Differences, wi-hour a fuppoſicion witereoi, and proviſion | 
for, there could be no'ſucit Society at all, is ro deitroy chat 


; wy good an! preſerrarion which isintended, 
nd therefore the d.ftzrenr Conceptions of the Minds of 
M <11in tae thi:ygs under conſideration, with aQtings co:.ſonant 
Bao chem, being nyt outly an unavoidable Conſequeat of Na- 
cures: 
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tures conſtant produdt:ion of the A of Mankind, in that ya- 
ricus diverſity which i0all inſtances xebehold, bur alſo rendred 
farther inſuperable, trom the nature of the things themſelves 

about which they are exerciſed, (being of Nivine Revelation) 

tiiey were ever 12 the Wo.ld eſteemed wi hont the Lice of 
Civil Coercion and Punihment, unt:li ic came to be the tn- 

rereſt of ſome to or Vivieice to thoſe Priacip'e; of Re:- 

ſ.n in Themſclves, which azy outward Alteration in the 

ſt1te of rhings 1s Cipadle of readrins their own beſt Proxze 

ion and Detence., 

Ard on theſe Grounds it is, Tha: FORCE never yet 
attained, or long kept that in RELI GION whih ie- 
aymed at, 

And the Great Roman Hit irian teils us, That it is 1a» 
detorum Principi ad treltire. quod non obiineat ; No way 
honourable uato. a Sv-eraign Prince , tor attempt that which 
will aever be accompliſhed, 


But becauſe what may ſeem” obſcure in this Reaſon of 
thong, and Principles of Community, ( which uſually affect 
Tizm onely, who' without Intereſt or Prejud.ce, give up 
Themſelves to the Conduct of Rational ard S-dite Corrfie 
deration, with which fort of Perſors alone, we have not to 
deal) is exemplified in the GOSPEL, whoſz furtheranca 
is 0n all Hands rretended,;, We ſhall thence aljo bricfly ima« 
niteſt; that the Way precended ſor the promocion of ts ins * 
rereſt, by Severicy in External Penalties, en the account 
of fuch Diffcrences as we are concerned in, is both oppoiite 
anto the Spirit of its Author, and contrary to the Rules of 
it, with che Practiſe of Thoie who have waiked according 


to them, ' 
As 1mong the many bl:(ſ:d Endy'of the Converſation of our 


» Eird ſus Corift inthe Fleſh, it waynort of the leaſt moment, 


that he might tet us a Paztern, and pive uz an example. 
of that Frame of 'Heawrt, ant Hoviineſs of Lite, whereby 
we may become like unto our HEAVENLY FA 
THER, a:d be accepcable- before Aim , fo 1n bis carry- 
ing, ou ot that Delign, there was not any thingetat be more 
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emphaticall called ypon bisDiſcip!es ro enceivonr a Conformj. 
ty unto BLN in, than in his Aeckne/s, . Lon lineſs, Gentlent/y, 
ond Ternderneſrtowards all. Theſe he rogk all occaſions for our 
e004 t ſhew forth in Himſelf, and co commend unto Others, 
Whateyzr Frovocation Hz met withall, whatever injurious 
Oppoſition He was exp»ſcd unto, He did not contend, nor cr3, 
nor carte Fe Voice ti be hrard with Scrife or Anger, The Sing 
of Mien indeed, He reproved F#b af Authority, their ground- 
i:{s Traditions in the Worſhip of God, Herejected, their Er- 
rors He refated by che Word: Bur to the Perſons of Men, He 
was «Ilways Meck anl Tender, 8s coming to Save, and not to 
Pftroy, tokeepeAlive, and not to Ki, In the Things of 
A1an, He referred a'l unto the Juſt Auchority and Righteous 
Laws of Men , butin the Things of GOD, never gave the leaſt 
incim {tion of Severity, but onely in His Holy Threats of ſu- 
ture Evil in the Woill ro come, upon Mens Final Impenitency 
and Ucbeclief, COERCE, FINE, -IMPRISON , BANISH, 
Thsſethatappreheud netaright all axd every thing that I wonld 
h avethomsn/irutted in , are Words that never proceeded ont of 
His boly Mou:h, Things that never encred into His gracious 
Heart. Ard weareperſwaded, thatir isa thing of marvelous 
difficulty, for any Man ſerioufly tothink, That He who was 
_and is ſo fu!l of compaſſion towards all che Sons of Men,even the 
Worſt of them, ſhould ever give the leaſt conſent unto the pu- 
wiſomezt, and gradual deſtrution; of Thoſe who in ſincerity de- 
fire to loveand obey Him, and do yet unavoidably miftake in 
theirapprebenſions of ſome few things, pleadedto be accordi 
bo His M.nd, their Loye and Odcdience unto Him thereby be. 
16g no whit impeached: When ſome of bis Diſciples of old, 
gn zeal as they pretended, 'unto Himſelf, and ihs Trucks Prea- 
.ched by Him, would kavecailed for fire from Heaven, 0n thoſe 
Who had contwwelienſly [ighted Him upon a ſuppoſed diverfi ty 
In Religion, for which they thought themſelves warranted 
(though ally) bya Preſident ont of the Old Teftament; He 
Icts thera know, that ic was an unacquaintedneſs with their ows 
Sirirs, cauſing them ro imagine that to be Zeal for the Trwb* 
which was iadeed bat Self-Revenpe, and private Inzreſt, which. 
ad caaſed them to ſpeak ſongadyiſedly, © © 
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Now that the ſam? wind Ls be in 14 that was in feſus 
Chri, that His Example is to bea Rulg unto vs, that we ought 
alltobe baptlſed into the ſame Spirit with Him , that what 
from His Frame of Heartand AQings, as rcycaled in his Word, 
we can rationally conclude that He would approveor difal.ow, 
we ought to ſquare our Proceedings and Judgments unto, none 
that own his Name, can deny. Jy | 

Andif Men would not fsfle,. but ſuffer themſelves to be gui- 
ded by the Power of thetr Convictions, they, would quickly 
perceive how inconſiftent wich it, arecheir choughts of Rigenr 
and Severity towards thoſe which differ from them in ſome few 
things relating to the Mind of God in and about His Worſhip, 

Certainly this Readineſs of Servants, who are themſelves 
pardoned Talents, tofall with violence on their Fellows (upon 
the account of his Service, though otherwiſe it may be poor and 
deſpicable in the World) for /efſer Debts, and thoſe only ſup-' 
poſed; not proved 1cal, will appear at the Lat Day, not co 
bave been ſo acceptableuntohim, as ſome Men on grounds 2nd 
pretences utterly forreig n untothis whole buſine ſs, are willing 
now to periwade themſelyes that itis. Would men in theſe 


_ things, which are principally H; and not their- own Concera- 
- ments, but as Hz, labour to be always cloathed with his Spirit, 


and do nothing but what they can rationally fatisfie themſelves 
that He Himſelf would doin like cafe; there would be an end- 


-not gnely of this Debate, but of many other Miſchiefs alſo, - 


which the Chrift:an World is at thisday peſtered witha!, And 
itmuſt needs ſeem {trange that Men can perſwade themſetves 
that they do that for Chriſt which they cannot once think or 
imaginethatHe woulddo Himſelf, Certainly ſetting afide pro- 
vocations and prejudices, any Min who hath but rezd-the Go- 
{pel, and gives any Credit unto it, is a compe:ent Judze, whe-" 
ther External Force in theſe Things, do more anſwer the Spiric 
of Chriſt, or that from which He ſuffered. 

Burt we have not onely His Heart aad Acingsfor our Exam» * 
ple, but His Word alſo, as revealed by Him'eif and: His Apo- 
ftles, asour Rule in thiowarter, - | 
.. With nothing more dothit abound,” as to onr Duty inthis 
Worle, chan wich Preceprs for, and Exbortcation unto 1m:wat * 
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 forbearance _of one another in our Miſtakes and Failings., 
'An4 although there be*force-and Light-enough in its Gene- 
al Reles, to guide us in all. particulers, yet leſt any ſhould 
imagine chat the C:uſe under Conſideration, about differeac 
eApprebenſions and Praftices in ſome things relating to the Wore 
ſhipof God, mig' t beexempred from them, even that alſo. is ya- 
riou{ly-inſtanced in, and confirmed by Examples approved by 
himſ:1\ Thegreat Apoſil-, who gives us that general Rule, 
Tha: we ſpruld walk together in one mind, ſo faras we hive at- 
tained, ad for other things of differe;.ce, wait for the Reve'g- 
-jon'ef the Mind of God unto them, That differ, Phi.3, I5, 16, 
every where apply his own Rile nnto th2 great diff.rence chat 
was in choſe days, and long after, berween the fewiſh and Gra» 
tile Believers, The onecontinued und-r a ſuppoſal of anoblie 
ation to the obſervation of oſaical Rites and Ceremonies, 
'from which che other. was infirufted that they were fet at-lt- 


Mn, wrought various Jealo2fies between them, wich d: ſpntes 
and cenſuringsof each 0:h:r, whercof the Apoſtle gives us 4 
full accorn:, cſpecially in bis Epilile ro the Romans, Chap. 14, 
15, Ncither did they reft here, but choſe of the Circumciſion 
every where kept their Aſſcmblies and Worſhip diſtin& from 
the Corgregations of the Geotile-Believers: Hence in moſt 
places of note, there were two.Churches, one of the Fews, and 
another of the Gemtiler, vralking at peace iD the Fairh of the Go- 
{þ+1, but differing as to fome Ceremonial Obſervances, The 
whol: Society of the Apoſtles, obſerying their difference, to pre» 
vent any evi! conſequent, in. their Aﬀembly at feruſqlem, af- 
figned to the ſeveral Parties their partioular Beunas, bow far 
they ſhould accommodate themſelves unto one another by a mural 
condeſcention , tha thry might walk in Love and Piace,as to 
what remainedof difference among them ; Thc. fows are tewghe 
bv th-m not ro smpo/e their Rites andCeremonies in the Gentiles . 
and tbe Gentiles to ab{tain from ſome things for a fea ſon, Where- 
unto their Liberty did extend, whereby the other were princi- 
pally provoked, . 
Thei?BMKids bring fo fixed, and their general Daty ſtated 


wherein 


berty. This difference, 3s is the manner among the Sons of 


-both parties were lcit at liberty, as to their praRiſein the thingy * 
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» whoreig they could not yer be reconciled: Andinchat differen - 


. praiſe dit'they .continuefor many eats, .untiithe occaſion of 


their diviſion, was by the providence of .God.in thedeſtruion 


« of the Jidaical Church, utterly taken away, 


"Theſe were the Rules they proceeded by, this their conrſe and 


. praiſe, vhaS0onqueſtionably undertheLordJeſus were intes- 


ted wich ſupreme Authority over the .whole Chuich gofirhac 
kind whichis not tranſmitted untoany of the Sons of Menafter 


- the ceaſing of cheir Oiffice and Work, and wereguided infalli- 
- bly in all cheir determinations. .Coercroms; Refltraints, Corporal 


Puniſhments,'werefar fromtheir thoughts, "yea, thevery exe#- 
ciſe of any. Ecelefiaſticat Power agaitit them whodillcaredfrom 
what they knew to be Truth , ſo that in: general;they were 
ſourd ig the Faith, and walked in their Lives as becameths Ge- 
ſpel. , 
7 And whereas they ſometimescarry the-matter:to aſuppoſil 
of diſobedience unto thoſe important things whichithey caught 
and commanded in the Name of their; Lord ard -Maſter, ail 
thereupon proceeded to denounce Threathings againk+ the 
Diſobedienc ,Þ They expreſly diſclaim all thoyghts.of pio- 


« ceeding agairift them,*orany Power or Warrant from:Chut 


- committed unto them, or any others, or that afcerward js his 
Providence ſhotild ſo be, ſo ro 'do) withexternsl carnal force 
and penalties, avowing their Authority qver Al,that -WaS.cver 


to be par forchinthingsof rhar nature, to be ſpirirgal, acd' ina. 


ſpiricvalmanaer'onely to be exerciſ:d, 2Cortoy, $. 
And becaute rhe Church might. not ſeem to be diſ:dvan- 
taged by this diſclaimour* of Power externally torcoerce Such 
as received not the Truth thatit embraced, and to. beciſt inton 
- worſe condition than that of the Jews whichweat befo: ce, whoſe 
- OrCinanccs being Carnal, 'were eſtabliſhed and .vingica:e4-by 
Carnal Power, Sr, Paxl leis them know, That this alteration is 


for the better , and the Coercion-of Miſcarij:ges under the 


Goſyel, * by Threacnings of che future Judgement which would 
hove a ſpecial reſpe& uutothem, more weighty than the ſeve- 
reſt Penalties that were appointedby oſci.Law, Heb. $0.2, 
+89, 3 0, | | 
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Notthat !:ſſer Differences 10 
Goſin his Word, had any puniſhment aſligned unto them un- 
dertht Old Teſtament, hoſe Penalties concerned them onely 


who turned away tothe ho 11es of any dither god bur che God: - 


of 1/rael, (and ſuch nomall pleads ſor.) But that gle whole na- 


rure, of the Ordinances, and Worſhip of the Church being! - 


chanþ<d from Carnal and Eartbly, to Heavenly and Spiritual; 
- foatfo arethe Laws of. Rewar ls and Puniſhments annexed unco 


them. Theſe were the Rul:zs, this thePractiſe inthis Cafe, of the - 


Apoſtles of our Lo:id Jeſas Chriſt. - Toeſe Rules, this Priftiſe, 


hath he recorded inhis Word for our fa{trution and DireQion, - 


Might all, thoſe who: profeſs Obtdience unto his Maine, be 
prevailed on to regulatecheir Julgements by them, and fquice 
their Proceedings unto them, the Church of G2d woald hve 
peace, -and the Work of GoJ+be cff:Qually carried oa iq che 
World;-as inthe days of old. And for our parts, we will never 
open our mouths to deprecate avy Severity chat may be warrant- 
ed-from the Goſpel, ar Apoſtolical DireRion and PraQice , a« 


gainſt any miſtake of char importancein the chiags of Go-', as - 


oor Principles and ways may rationally beſappoſed tobe. For 
alchough weare perſwaded that what we profeſs and prafticeis, 


according unto the mind of Chriſt;, yet becaule ic.is.our loc and; - 


portionto have our Governoars and Rulers otherwiſe minded, 
we arzcontentedt5 be dealt withal fo, asthebleſſed Golpelwill 
warrantany to deal withthem who are ſo farin the wrong, as-we 
are ſuppoſed tobe.  Andifherein we cannot. prevail, we ſhall 
labour to poſle's our Soils in patience, and to commit our Cauſe. 
10 him chat ?adgeth righteouſly, , o 
This we know, That the Judgement and PraRice of the firf 

{, kurches after the days of the Apoſtles, was conform to the 
Rules and Examples that by them were: given unto chem.” Dif- 
ferences in External Rites of Worfhipgwhich were foandamonglt 
them, where the ſubſtanceof Faith was preſerved, they looked 
bponasnobreach of Vnjvx atall, A long. Cacalogue- of ſuch 
Differences as were from time immemorial-amongſt chem, is gi- 
venus by Socrates th: Hiſtorian. Andhe who firlt diſturbed che 
peace of the Churchesabout chem, by dividing theic communion, 
| | OO (Viddoy, 


zprebenſions of the. Mind of © 
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. (Viftor of Rome) is leſt rok Fo. cceors, with the Cenſures 
of the principal Perſotisfor. ZiaFringand Holineſr throughove 
| the World, ittthoje days, Nor iv-0ur:difient trom the: # refenc 
Eftab[ifmins of atfyJarg@extenrtidnduohmitbegehct3icon - 
ſent 0f zh che fiſt CharrherextendetibeBondofiticit Commy= 
" nidh'un'o, Ef AMS doe BUS od 

- Impefitions of things indifferent, with ſubſcriptions to preciſede- 
' terininatoirls or poj4ts doubtful & umbiguous, with ror fingments 
of mens practices in all ourward ceremonies andiciraumftasgres of 
Worlhip, were"thihps wor burnipthe Wortbfor ſome hup- 
' Ureds of years after the firſt planting -of-Churches: 1 Drigeman 
. is chird Book againſt Cel/w pleads expteſly; Thar there! ever 
. were Differences amougit- Profeſſors of. Chrifianity fromthe 
beginning ,)and that it was inypoſlible bur that cHere ſhnujd ſo 
be; which: yer he ſhevs"Hicider?d not cheir; Faichy/ Lav, and 
:'Obedicrce. 7 24/51 Mdirrys in bis /icond) Apology ; declaves bis - 
' fotbeatente”, 4nd h.Churthe; of thoſe days; towards theſe 
whobelievingi* Chzsf-yet chought' themſelves [obliged ts the 
obſcrvation of '/Heſaital Rites! and Cerewenies, provided that 
they did nor impoſe ihe pradiife of thera uponcothers, {ynatius' 
. before them, 1n his Epi#le to the Philadelphians, proteſieab, 
'- Thai bYerſecule MO 3 the weconnt of God-or Religion, ts t0 
* mak "oxt ſelvlPcoiforw4bls t6 the Heathtn that know not *:God. - 
" Tertalliar, Orojen, *Arnvbins, and Latantins; openly: pleaded 
fora liberty in keligion,) as founded mithe Law of i Nuture, and 
" the ihconfiſteiice of! Fairb with Compulos, ia thatieteen:;,wbich 
"wean not @, © The Sy*07 of: Hl:xundPid inthe cali. 5dtse- 
 Haf, cordenngsall Zxternat ForctuinRebg:on; and:repron- 

\ ched the Arrravoagthefirft Invenciors and Promoce:s of it. ? 
It is indeed pleaded by ſome, That the Chriſtiantof thoje Unys 
bad reaſon toaſſer#this Liberty, beca#ferbere #4: then 30Cbri- 
_. fian Magifttartwhs might inake #/t of 3 beCitil $902447hl ir 
: behalf, or: for thi jiuniſhment of | Diſſenttyr Por '3bemi ." aui\tbac 


' thi was thertſot of their [0 doing. ne | 
But che Diſonefy of -tinspretence is noturicus. They affirm 
. dire&ly, Tharno force,cvercion, or refttaint,” is:to be.uſed in 
oraboutthe Worſhipof God, nor outward pbweriniaway of 
Peyaltyer, to beexereuſeboverihe-Coylicientes of Men) berkin. 
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DEED IS Þf 7 DOMES -LE 
_* Tofay they thus pleaded and pretended, meerly to ſerve thelc 
own prefert conditienandoccaſion, .but that upon tlic altera- - 
tion of things they would'be otherwiſe minded, is calumniouſy-: 
ro refle+ upom:thoſe Holy Witneſſes of -Chriſt , the guilt 


_ of the higheſt Hypecrifje imaginable. And Mien cannot in- | 


vents more effeAuat- neans to- caſt contempt on all Reli. - 
gion, and to root-a-dne ſence of ic-out of the World, than 
by fomtnting:ſuch imaginations. Let. them cherefore reſt in 

ce, under that Reputation of . Holineſs and - Sincerity- 


which They juſtly deſerve, whatever. be .che iſſue of chings | 


; — hang or thoſe. which may ſuffer wich us.in. the like con- 
ition. | 
Bar neither were they dlone-: -. The: Greut (ONST AN 
TINS Himſelf, the firſt Duties, MeypBoace with ſupreme - 
Power, by & Publique <EdiR declered,, THAT THE LIBER&- 
TY OF WORSHIEP. WAS NOT. TO BE. DEN|ED.UNTO 
ANY. And until the Latter. Ead o+-his Keign, there were - 
no thougats of exerciſing Severity,. wich reference unto any 


- Diviſions amongſt: CHRITIANS. about. the . WORSH 1P..of 


GO Dr. 

' Afﬀer the rife of: the- Ar7iav' Hereſie, : when thee interpoſi- 
tion of Civil:Cenſures up>n- the account .of .Diff:rence _ a«-- 
bout things-.ipiritual, .had made an entrance by the Solici- - 
tations of ſome. zealous Perſons for the Baniſhmene of Ar- 
5119, and ſome of his Co-partners ; Iris noe caſe to.relate - 
whac Miſeries-and Confufions were brought upon-the Chur- 
ches therebys Impriſonments , . Baniſhments, and. Ruire- of - 


-Churches , mike: up much. of . tho. Ecclefaſtical Hiſtory - 


of thoſe days. 

Afrer a whilez- Frrize is recalled from. Baniſhment:, - and 
eNherifug ' driven into-ics... In & ſhorttraf of time; . Arvia« -- 
#:/w-it ſe'” got-the- Civil. Sword in, many places,..wherewith 
it r-ged ag inſt all the Orthodox Profeſſors of.the Deity. of 
the Son 01 God, as the Synod of Alezavdris-complains. 

Much they ſuflered in che diyg of Conftartias, garo whom 
the words of Hilary in'rhis caiy, are worthy 'Conſidera;ion : 


\ Je? (fab he) Zopr Clomency take care: and order, that the 


PP refon. 


ev 7 


- 
— _ 
0 


I ——_- 


Phefpdenti of the Provinces look to Publique Civit Aﬀ airs, 
which alone are committed #0 them, but not meddle in things | 
of Religion. And again, Let Tour Gentleneſs ſuffer the People 
ro hear them teaching whom they defire, whom they think #1 of, 
whom thty chooſe, GOD TEACHETH, rather than BY 


- FORCE EXACTETH the Knowledge of Himſulf ; and af 


ſcertaing the Amuthority of bu (ummand-r by Works of Power; 
D'ESP/SETH ALE COMPELLED. Confeſſion of Him. 
If Force bee wſed"to compe! Men unto "thee True Faith, thi 
Biſpops that profeſs it wonld interpoſe, and ſays God is the God. 
of the whole Wirld, be netds no compelled obedience, nor requires 
ery ſuch Confeſſion of him, He is not to be decoived, bit to l. well 
pleaſed. Whence # it then, that perſoys are taught how to worſhip 
God by Bunds ana Perils ? Theſcaretbe wood of Hillary, 

Burthe ſame Perſons ſuffered more daring the Reign of /2- 
lens, who was diſſwaded from Cruelty againitthe Chriſtians by-* 
Themiftiu, aPxpan Philoſopher, on che Principles of 'Com- 
mon Reaſon and Honeſty , plainly celjing him, That by the 
way he uſed, be might force ſome to-veneratt by Imperial Robes, - 
but never any oue 10 wwſhnp God aright.. _ 

But the beſt Emperours in the mean time bewailed thoſe fierte. 
Animoſities; whereby every Set and Party laboured to oppreſs 
their Adverſaries, according. as they had obtained an Intereſtin 
Imperial Favour, and keprthemſelyes from purcing forch their 
Authority againſt any Difſenters in Chriſtian Religion, who re- - 
tained the Foandatiomtof the Faith in any comp:tent meaſure, 


 Vitlentinianue by pubiique Decree, | ay hbery -of Religion 


unro ail Chriſtians, as: Ze/omen ieltifies,. Lib.6s'  Anmwianus 
Aarcelliaw'in bis Hiſtory obſerves theſame. - Gratias made a 
Law chat Religion ſhould be free co all ſor:s and feRs of Chriſti- - 
arrs, extept the Manichets, Euromians, and Pholiniqns, and 
that they ſhould -have thew Mectiags free, as both Socrates + 


' and Zoſomen acquaint: the | 


'/Nrither have: they been wichour-rheir. Followers in clioſe 
Ages wheres the Differeness. about Reb gion have riſen £0 43 
greaf a he: ok agtheyare eapable of in chis World. 

Nor. will Potenty be ever able? to tak- off le fhfting Bbc 
fromthe Hour of Sigymodd the ii:perour, wholatoel mmm. 
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felf to be impofed upon bythe - fur. Of Conftdnce to breik bis 
word of Safety" and' Liberty, ro: Fob Har, and Peron _ of S” 
Pragnr. | | q | | 
ys did Charles the Fifth obtain, by filling the. Warld 
with Bl>od ard Uprores, for the ext pation of Protc#Zanti/m ? 
. Notwithitinding all' tis ViRories and- Succeſſes, which for a 
\ hile finiledvupon Him, hiswhole Defign ended in loſs and dif 
| appointment. | | | C10 
| Fer dinand his Brother and Succeſſor, made wiſeby. his Ex- 
ample, kepr conſtant the peace 'of the Empire, þy. -a conftanc 
1 tx peace granted to the Conſciences of Men: | {yu + 
= - Bis Son OMfavi mil ian'eontinually-profefſed, Thatahe Em- 
pire of Coxfrirnte belonged 'vnto* GOD alone ,_whcerein' He 
would never interpoſe. - And upon the Return of - Henry the | 
Third of Frence out of Poland, Hegave Him that Advice to | 
this purpoſe, which it bad beea happy for. that Prince, if He | 
hadunderftood'and followed, before He came tadie, Bui then | 
*even He alfo, ' having che ſerereIoftruftion giver: Him,of, His 
. - * olvti Experience, -left that as His jaft 'Advice to His. Gouncel- | 
12 . lours, Thatthey ſhould no moje withe Force incerpoſe in;;che 
4, matrers of Religion. | | i TAS 258 
| Roaulphw, who ſurceeded Aaximilian,: bythe ſame means 
FI ' for a long time preſerv'd the peace of the Empite, - Andafter he Pp 
+4 had by the pexſ vaſions of ſome, whoſe intereſt ic was; ſor, per- 
| ſwade bim, interdited.che Proteſtants iin'Bohemiathe uſe of cheir 
Religion, upon the tydings of a:detear given to-his Forces in 
Hungary by the Turks, He-inſtantly;replied , i looked, for: no 
of her iſſue, fnetT invaded the Throne of God, 1mpoeſug.on the 
Conſcience of Ara"; and therefore granted them «heir former 


Libercy, | | 
Doth not all the World behold the contrary iſſue cf the | 

Warn France, andihoſe in the Vuired Provinces, begunand WD - 

carried on on, the ſame accourt : The Great: Henry of, France 


wirdinpg up all the differences thereof, by granting Liberty to | 
the Hz -nots, laid a fiir Foundation of the fucyre Peace, and 
Þ ©lent Greatrieſs of that Kingtlom. 1=Whkerraghe Cfucley of 
"8 , we the Duke D' Alva ; and his*Sacceſſors,, implacabiy-putſuing 
+ "the N« herlandsto raine on theifamy account, bath cadedin the 
1 utter 
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utter loſs-of ſundry Provinces, as to the Rule and Authority * 
that he. and chey endeavoured -abſolurely to. jntbrone, and 
rehdred the reſt of them fcarce worth the keeping. | 
The World is full of Inftances of che like Kind. | 
O3 the other band , Whes by the crafty Arcifices and* car» © 
ra] Intereſts of ſome, the Principlesof External Coercion for 
leffer Differences in the matrers of Chrillian Refigion, came 
to be inthroned, and obtained place in the\Emperial Conſt» 
tutions and- Laws of other Kingdoms, the main uſ+ that was 
made of ic, was t9 drive Truth,- and the puricy of the Go. 
ſpel, out of the World, and to force all men to center-in a 
a Proteſſion and Worſhip, framed tuthe [ntereſt of ſome few 
men, who made no Imail advanrape of it. : 
According 58 the Puwer and Parity of Religion decayed, 
ſo did'this perſwaſion get grourd in the Minds of Men, un- 
ril it became almoſt all che-Religion that was in the World, 
That thoſe who ſubmitted not unto the DiRatcs of them who * 
by various ways obtained a mixture of Power, Civil and 
Eccleliaſtical, into their hands, ſhould” be deftroye1, and 
roote-out of the Earih. - , 


This Apoſtacy from the Spirit, Principles, Rules , and * 
Commands of the Goſpel, this Open Coentradi&ion to the 


-PraRtiſe- of the Apoſtles, their Succeſſors , firſt Churches, 


beſt and, wiſeſt Emperours, attended with the woful conſe- 
quents that: have enſaed thereon, in the ruine of Souls, pro- 
ſcrjptions of the Truth, Martyrdom of thouſands and ten thou- 
lands, commotions of Nations, and the deſtruRion of many 
of them, We hope will: not be revived in theſe days of Know - 
ledge, and near=pproach of the Judge of all, 

We :rufſt that it will not be thought unequal, if we appeal 
from the example of che Profeſſors of Chriſtianity under 
its woful "Degeneracy , unto the firſt Inſututzen and pub- 
lick inſtance of irs Profeſlion : eſpecially being encouraged 


by the Judgement, Example, and Pra&iſe 0 many Wiſe © 


ang Mighty Minarcbs in theſe Latter Days,” 
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The Cafe is the ſame as it was of old; no new Pretexces 
_aremade uſtof, n0 «Frg»ywents pleaded, for the IntraduRion 6f 
Seyerizy,. but ſuch as have been pretended at all times -by thoſe 
who were in pcſſeſlion of Power, when they had  amind to 
rpine any th2t diſſented:from them. | | 
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That the end of their Conventicles was for Sin and Un- 
clearneſs; that the permiſſion: of them was apainit the 
Rules of Policy, and Laws of the Empire; that they were 
Scminaties of Secition; that GOD was diſpleaſed with the 
corfuſion in Religions introduced by them , - that Erorrs and 
miſ-apprehenſions of GOD were nouriſhed in them; thae 
they diſturbed the Unien, Peace, and Love, that ought to: be 
maintain:d among Mankind, that they proceeded vpon'Prin- 
ciples of. Pride, Singularity, FaRtion, and Diſobedience unto 
Superiours, was from the firſt encrance of Chriſtianity into 
the World, charged on the Profeſſors of it, .; 


The ſame Arguments and Conſiderations are conſtantly. ftifl 
made ueof, andinliſied on, by all men that intend Severity to- 
wards them that differ from-them. | 
- Audthey are ſuch as will evidently fervealike any Party or 
Perſwaſion, that in any place at anytime, ſhall be accom. 
panied with Power: And ſo hrye been -oftaer managed in the 
Hands of Error, Superftition, and Hereſie, than of Trath and 


.Sobriety. . | 
Wherefore the 2;ſhop of Reme, obſervirg the-unreaſonable- 
neſs of deſtroying Mankind up9n ſuch looſe Principles? and 
- Pretences as are indifferently ſuited- unto the ' Intereſt and 
Caiiſe of all who have Power to makeuſe of them, becauſe 
they al ſuppoſe the thing'in queſtion, namely, That they 
who enjoyed Power , did alſo enj'y the Trath , found out a 
way co apprePriate the whole advantage of then to, him- 
* ſelf. as having attained the aſcription of an INFALLI- 
B!LITY unto him, indetermining what is the Truth in-all 


mes tw iMen do 0: my differ about Riligion,, or the 
Verkkep of G34. M 
ji: This 
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] bis being once admitted” cd Sabina , there ſeetns gieat 
force in the foregoing pleas and reaſonings: and no great danger 
in wer ono þ unto them, bu« that the admiſſion of 1t Þ mv? c 
pernitious unto Religion, then all the conſequents which 1t prc> 
tends to obviate, But where this infallible deter miNAaTiOD . 15 an 
claimed, to proceed unto outward puniſhment for ſucd 'conceptt- 
ons of mens minds and conſciences in tte things of God, as be 
is pleaſed to impart unto them, which may be true and according 
to bis will, upon reaſofi ard pretences, invented originally for 
the ſervice of errour: and made uſe of tor the moſt paFt unto tat 
purpoſe being more fit for that work then for a contribution of 2: 
ny afliſtance anto truth,8 is that which we know not how Men.cant 
ccmmend their Conſcieaces unto God in. Bef.des what is it that is 
aimed at by this external ccertion and puniſhment that all men may, 
be of ene ind in the matter of the worthi pt God, a thing that ne* 
ver was,nor ever wil be by that means affected in this world, forne!. 
ther is the means ſuiced to the procurement of it,ſo far asit is polit= 
ble, But when neither the reaſon of the thing irfeif will convince, 
nor the conſtant experience of ſo many apges;;it is in yain for any to 
contend withall, 

In the mean time we know, that the moſt of them who agree to- 
| — wy to preſs for ſeverity againſt us for diſſenting from them , do 

iffer among themſelves: in things of fargreater importance inthe 
DeRtrine of the Goſpel:then thoſe are wherein we differ from them 
whence it muſt needs be evident coall what is the ground of their 
Zeal in reference unto us and others, "KA 

Bug all theſe conſiderations are quickly in the thoughts of fome, 
removed out ofthe way, by pretences that the ind«/gence and liberry 
defired, will certain!y produce all ſorts of evils both in Religjen is 


ſ«lf, and in the 6:v1/ ſtate, which being mentioned. before in- gene- 


rall; ſhall now be a little further conſidered IS iS Princi 

if not folely p'eaded for the refuſal and oo eek principally, 

ther doth this courſe cf procednre ſeem to be wawiſcly fixed upon, 

by _ ina _ | tobe _ intereſt to manage their oppeſi- 

tion unto ſuch an imdu/gerce In y 

lengrh diſcover their miſtake NOT, FR YO ON INER 
tor whereas the arguments to bein this caſe inſiſted cn, eonſif's 
: F., meerly 


CY 


mfeerly in conjeAares, jealoufies, and ſuppolicions of what may 
come £0 paſs, none knows when, or whe-e, it is caſie for any to 
dilate upon them ar cheir pleafure, nor i3 it poſſible for any to give 
ſatisfa&ion to all, that m:n may cohjeRure, or_precend to fear. 
Suppoſe all things that are evit, horrid, pernitious to truth and 
mankind, and when they are fufficiently > EA afficm thar 
they will enſue upon this forbearance, which char all, or .aoy of 
them will ſo do, no m1ncan tell, and this deſign 15 ſatisaed. Bur ir 
is ſufficiently evident that they are all falſe or miſtaken /appsſsingy 
that can give countenanceunto theſe pretences, 

* Foreither it muſt be pretended , that rrach and order, which 
thoſe who make uſe of theſe reaſonings, wppokt themſelves poſleſt. 
of: have loſt the power and efficacy of preſerving themſelves, and 
of preventing the evils ſummoned up to be repreſented as the con- 
-_ nents of indulgence withour externall force,and coertion, which 
' 


y have hed Sometimes & elſewhere, or that chey indeed have all. 


a&wally followed and enſue upon ſuch indulgence, in all times and: 
_ places. The latter of theſe i; A notoriouſly contradited by the 
experience of the whole world.eſpecially of ſundry kingdoms and 
dominions in Earzpe, as Fraxce, Germany, Pola:d, and others, that 
it may not hope for admittance with the moſt obnoxious creduliny. 
For the former, it is moſt certain thac the rruth of the Goſpzl , did 
reverſo prevail in the world, as when there was a ull liberty as un- 
= civil punhments granted.unto perſons todiſſent in ;ic, and a» 

ut it, 

. And ifthat which is now ſoc2/{ed, continueth not to have the ſame 
effe, it may juſtly be feared rhat ic is not indeed what it is ngt cal- 
led; or that it is not managed.in a due manner, lt is then altogetber 
uncertain that upon the indulgences deſired, ſuch variety of- opini- 
ons will enſue.asis pretended, and unqueſtionably certain, that all 
ſuch as produce praiſes, contrary to civil ſociety ; mora! honeſty. 
or.the light of nature, ought in aſl inſtances of them to be reſtrain; 
ed. For theConſcience of a man, can diate no ſuch thing, unto 
him, there being an inconſiſtency in them with that ſupream lighr, 
which rules in Conſcience, whilft ic may be /o called. And it 15 4 
kardrhing to ruine multitudes atpreſent ſober and honeſt, leaſt by 
not doing ſo, ſome dne:or. other may prove brainſick, frantick., or 


Vici? 


vicious, who alſo Fay be I ly TO whenthey appear ſo to 
be. 

Aud moſlerat liberty will certainly appear tobe Religions ſeews 
tity in this matter, if the power of it, as well as the profeſſion be 

regarded, For it is the intereſt, of them who plead tor indu/yerce, 
$0 watch and contend againſt errour and herefie,noleſs then theirs 

by whom it is opgoiegeF or profeſſing all material crurhs wich thee 
ey are not. to be ſuppoſed zo value or eſteem them leſs then 
they. And it may be it will appear, that they have endeavoured as 
much their ſuppreſfion in the way warranted by the Goſpel, as thoſe 
who profeſs ſuch fears, of their increaſe, 

They are Proteſtawrs only of whom we ſpeak, and to ſuppoſe that 
they will not do their utmoRt for che oppoſing of therile growely, 
or progreſs of what ever is contrary, tothat Religiori which they 

tofels, or thar their intereſt therein is of leſs concernment —_ 
chem then chat of others from whom they differ,is but a groundlefs 
ſurmiſe, 

But it is yet further objetd, that indulgence defired hath asi 
inconſiſtency with pablick, peace and; \tratiquillity, the other head of 
the general accuſation before mentioned, . Many fears »nd ſuſpitis 
ons4re ryuſtgred up,co contribute aſſiſtance wnto this objeQion al: 
ſo,” For we are in che field of ſurmiles, which is endleſs, and bounds 
teſs; Unto ſuch.as make uſe of rheſe protekces wecan ſurely lay, that 

wee we by any means be cgnvinced of the ttuttrof Ree 

we ſhould got only deſiſt ixem our preſent fupplitarivny: 
\pcedy reno tee thoſe very prigtiples which _ 
Yor we a: at's dly prope tha , that ne divine A 
Iatirig unto.che warſhip of God, c2n cavife or perafio 
Wirbances un!els FAGh ah Beg corrppy affect pinks 
prdfef; 1 if, Or in the Ede; je run mrveartner- oo 
our feves from oy on Ve nne hand, ſo ivizour: ard pray 
er; thav of thers may =o 09 the ether ,-which\will give fuſs 
Renrat ED les iS Hy. . But we are morcoverwholty freed 
wr gy bts FoyeBinn) Binkes) 4Ud: who! io ut 
EEO 68 judge(/ot whac,yerd dner#> 
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davis: Tranhftests ahers- 
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other cven the Kiegs Majeſty himſelf, bath frequently declared his 

rejal intem:rons for the grantiog of indulgence deſired who would ne- 
ver have been induced thereunto, had be not perfectly underſtood 
is conſiſtency with the peace and welfare of the Lnghane, And as 
our confidence in choſe Koyal Declarations hath not hicherto been 
weakned by che interveniency of ſo many occaſions as have caft us 
weder another condition, fowe hope that our peaceable deport- 
ment hath:in ſome meaſure contributed inthe choughrs of þ udent 
men,unco the fa:ilicaring ofrheir accompliſhment. And as chis will 
be to the laſting renown of his Majeſty, ſo it willappear *to be the 
moſt ſuitableunto the preſenr Fare of things tn this Nation both with 
reſpe&unto it ſelf and che Nations that are round about us. And 
we chink icour duty to-pray, that his Majeſty may -cquire theſe 
glories in his mY AO none of his ſubje&s may have. cauſe to 
mere for, and ſuch will be che cffeR of clemency and rigbteoulſ- 
neſs, els | 
 Wefindit indeed {till pretended that the a!lowarce of meeting. for 
the worſhip of God, bow ever ordered and bounded, will be a 
means to procure and further {edition inthe Common -wealth,and 
toadvantage menin the purſuit of deſignes ro the diſturbance of 
the Kingdom. Burit were equal that it ſhould be proved , thar 
thoſe whe deſire this indu/gexce have ſuch inclinations and deſigns , 
before ſuch - pretences . be admitted as of any force, . For our 
parts, we expe no /iberty, bur from/his Majeſties favour and Aus 
thority; wich rhe concurrance of the Parliament , which when'we 
have obtained, (as art no time,what ever our condition be, have we 
the leaſt choughts or inclinationsinto any ſedition or publick di- 


ſturbance).ſo havin nr ys upon us in the things of. our 
greateſt intereſt in this world, we know not from what ſort or par- 


tie of men, more cordial adherence unto and defence of publick 
peace and cranquilizy,;can juſtly be expeRed,” For where there arc 
awore cauſes and reaſons of compliance, and acquiefency, then there 
are inthe comrrary, it isrationally to be ſeppoled, that they will 
il. Andeo ſurmiſethe aQing of Mulrrendes contrary,to their 
ownl:erefts, and acknowledged obligation offavqur, is to take a: 
way </1 afwraxce ont of humane affairs, © 
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( 37 ) 
Neither is there any colour offound reaſon in what is pretend. 
ed, of the advantage that any may have to promote ſeditiousde- 
ſignes by the meetings of the diſſenters pleaded for in the worſhip 
of God, For doubtleſs the publick peace will never be hazardeg 
by ſuch defignes, whilſt they are managed'by none, but ſuch zs 
think to promote and carry them on, in aſfemblies of promiſeuous 
mulcitudes, of Men Women and Children , unknown tos for the 


. moſt part-unto theniſelves, and ro one another. But theſe thin 


are ſpoken becauſe they have been wonted ſo to be, ether conſi- 
derations to confirm them are none, Conſcience, Intereſt, ſence 
of obligations, the only ſafe rules amongſt men to judge by of fu- 
ture events, all plead an expeRation of the _ tranquillity in 
the mindes and ſpirirs of men, upon the indulgence deſired, 

- Andthere lyes a ready ſecurity, againſt the pretended fears of 
the contrivance of ſedition in aſſemblies of Men, Women; and 
Children and ſtrangers to one another in a great meaſure by com- 
manding all Meeting: to be diſpeſed in ſuch _—_ as that they may 
beexpoled to all, and be under the conſtant inſpeRion of Autho« 
rity. | 60:7 > 
Aofor other courſes 0* Severaty with reſpeRto the peace & proſpe- 
rity ofthe Kingdome, it may not be amits alitrle ro confider who,& 
what are the diſſenters from the preſent eſtabliſhment, © For the 
Perſons themſelves, they are moſtly of that ſort and condition of 
men in the Common- wealth, upon whoſe induſtry and endeavours 
in their ſeveral wayes and callings, the trade and wealth of the Na- 


tion doth much depend. And what advantage it will be'to the King- 


dom to break in upon them unto theirdiſcouragement fear or ruine 
we ſuppoſe no man can divine.Thoſe who think there are-cnough 
for the work without them, and that there excluſion will make 
Room for others, doth grarific indeed thereby ſome particular per- 
ſons, intent upon their own private adya , which they would 
willingly advance in the rnine of theic neighbours , but ſcarce ſeem 
to have taken a right meaſure ofthe ſtate of the whole, For where- 
as it may be ſomtiwme;, there may in ſoxve places be too many ofthem 
who manige the affairs oftrade and commerce, when their con- 
cerns are drawn unto a head, and a readineſs for their laſt excbange 
thay there ſhouſd be ſo of thoſe thardo diſpoſe ang prepare $5:0Es 
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alſo, tobring them unto that conditian,* isimpodlible, It cannot 
then be, but that the continuance of ſo great tears and diſcour- 
azemencs upon men, as thoſe whirh «their difſent fromthe eſta- 
bliſhed way of worſhip doth. at preſenccaſt upon chem, mult of og+ | 
cellicy weaken che Nation, ia that;part of it wheecin its; principle. | 
ſtrength doth ly. Neither are they a few only 'who will be found 
to. be concerned in this matter,which isnotto be diſpiſed, Pliny. a 
wiſe counſellour writing t0 Tregien a wiſe add renowned Empe- 
' rour, about Chriſt:ans who. where then the objeRs of rhe publick 
hatred of the world, defires his advice upon the account of their 
Numbers, not that they-were to be feared but unmeet to be paris 
fred: unleſs he intended to lay the Empire waſte, 

Viſa enim eſt mili 16s d gr4 eff conſultatione, maxime propter periolte 
FANLING BUTIT WIN ;, O11 £n118 0080S Gta (51, orppis or damed mirhn- 
que ſexas, tians vocammur in perieulnm & voraba»tar ; neque 6-' 
wins Crutates tantum, (ed vices line 4198 agros ſnpuerſiionts iffie | 
#s contagio pervagaiarſt, EY 


$0 then they turned Chriſtian Religion, for the multitude would- 
ſtill keep the name of truth and Religion. rs themſelves, that op» 
preſſed, the leſſer number, muſt bear the name or title, which the 
conſent or. conſpire tocalt upon them. Bur the thing it ſelf as: rt, 
the perſons at preſent diſſenting from the eſtabliſhed form, is nor 
unduly expreſt, Andas ic will beanact of Roya/l Clemency, and 
liketo the work of God himſelf tofrec ax once fo great multitudes: 
of all. ages, ſexes, and conditions. fromthe /fears,' and:darigetsof, : 
thoſeevils, which they arc fully ſatisfied they do: not deſerve; (fo, 
any other way. of qQUittMag che Goveraour $, and Government.of 
this Nution, tremthole «wrafetborughts, which an apprehenſion of 
pro dnt wn ger met og rr 
pr e, WHL de y-Ey GafAcuit, H; got; tapoſitble,. the co 
begun ja ſeverity agaiplt themgbe purſued d whit generous | ſpitics 
imgloyedm the execution of can but de weary ar laft.with .uw- 
doing and\raining families, of thoſe. perſons, whom? they:findiro: 
live poeceable/3 in lubjecion to the!Governnieht of thedfacior and 
a/efelramengh th.chp pronareghonats they dare:nov 
a againſt God ginranfprefiing again ihoupertiiatoch coded 


ing 
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ing his will and worſhip, which he hath given noo them # for- - 
they cannot but at laſt conſider; that no man erreth willingly, or 
believes any thiagaguicl his lighe; or bath other thoughts of God 
and his worſhip, they what he apprebends to be from himſelf, or 
that any duty is accepted of God, which ſprings' from compulſion. 
How much more Noble and Honourable will they diſcern the 
work of relieving mea ſober and peaceable in diſtreſs, tg be, than 


'-to have the complaints and tears, and ruine of Innocent men and 


their families, continually refle&iag themſelyes on their. mindes. 
Nor is there any prob3bilicy of ſucces in this procedure , for as 
Time hath alwayes made for Rule, and incouragements which are 
ſolely in the power of Rulers, have effeRed great compliance even 
inthings religious, ſo force and violent proſecutiog-1n ſuch cafes 


' haye been alwaies fraitleſs,. For it is known how much they are 
diſadvantaged as to ſucceſs, in that the righteouſneſs andequicy of 


their pretended cauſes are alwayes dubious to unconcerned perſons 
which makes them think thac the crue reaſon of them, is other then 
what is pretended, when tbey fee men whomthey apprehend as mn- 
nocentand guilcleſs as themſelves, as to all che concernments of 
mankind in this world, purſued with penalties equal uato thoſe thar 
are notoriouſly "rm: al. they are greatly inclined unto c: mmiſe- 
r:.ion towards chem ; eſpecially if at the-interpoſicion of the name 
and worſhip of God in the caule. they judge tor ought appears to 
them they tear God and endeayour to pleaſe him, ac leatt as well 
as thoſe by whom they are moleſted. 

- And when they further underſtand, that thoſe whom they ſeeto 
ſuffer ſuch things as they accounggrieveous, and are really ruinous 
to them and their families, it for their conſcience ſake, it 
ſtrongly inducerh chem to believe that it muſt needs be ſomething 
good and honeſt that men chooſe ſo to ſuffer for them, rather then 
to forgoe. For all fuffering forReligion, they know to bein the 
power and wi'l of thews-that Juffer , and not of thoſe that i»-flitt pe- 
walties upon them : for their Religion is their choice, which chey 
may part wichal, if they eſteem ir not worth the hazard wherewith 
it is attended, | 

Thus the Roman Hiſtorian tells us, in the firſt ſufferings of the 
Chriſtians at Rome, Quamquam atverſus. ſontes, & Nv [[inia ex* 
Se. emp'd » 
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 emipla weritos ( for ſo he tkougbr ) Miſeratio Orichatar, 14s gram non 
wtilitate publica, ſed in ſeuitiam aliquoruns abſumerent uy, 
Nor is it a probable way of dealing with the conſciences of 
men, eſpecially of /ſ:/tizudes who are able to give mutuil teſtimo- 
. ny; and incouragement to one another, Yea in ſuch afate of 
things; dangers of times delight men, and they find a fatisfaRion, 
; if not an honour in their mileries; as having ſufficient aſſurance 
that it is a glorious and a blefſed thing to ſuffer things hard and 
dreadful in the world , when they are conſcious to themſelves 
of no guilt or evil, and therefore as /eve7:t7 hath hicberto got no 
* ground on the mindes of men in this matter, no more is it like to 
dofor the future, And ifit be proceeded in, it cannot beavoided 
but that it muſt be perpetuated from one generation to atiother,! 
and a ſad experiment be made, who will firſt be wearied, theſe 
- that infli& penalties, or thoſe thac undergoe them. And what in 
«the mean time will become of the compoſure of the ſpirits of men, 
the mumal'truſt, confidence and aſſurance between all ſorts of per- 
ſons, which is the abiding foundation of publick peace and proſpe= 
rity, 
%{ iGo what advantages have been made by ſome neighbour Na: 
tions, what at preſent chey further hope for, from that great anxie- 
ty which the minds of men arecalt into, meerly and ſolely on 
the account of whart they feel or fear, from their diſcent unto. the 
publick worſhip, which to themſelves is utterly unavoidable, is 
known ©o all. 

But we have done] and what are we that we ſhould complain 
of any whom God is pleaſed rohir up and uſe for our exerciſe and 
trial? We deſire in patienceand ſilence, to bear his indignation a- 
gainſt whom we have finned and for what concerns thoſs wayes 
- and truths of his, for whoſe profeſſion we may yet ſuffer in this 
world, to approve our conſciences unto him, and to leave the e- 
vent of all unto him, who will oue day [nudge the world inrighteonſneſe. 
We know thar we are poor finful wormes of the earth, in our ſelves 
' meer for nothing bur to be trodden down under the foot of men 
but h's wayes and the purity of his worſhip are deer unto him, 
which be will preſerve and vindicate from all oppofition. Inthe 
mean time as ic is our duty to live peaceably with alt men in a cou- 
x ſcieutions 
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ſcientious ſubjeion urtort.arAuthorieywhichke Hath ſecover | 

vs, wwe ſhall endeevc ur fo to behave our ſelves, in the prrſnit 

srGobſervarceof it, as ther wherear we may be evii ſpoken of, 

4 ewil dorrs, Men may be aſhamed, bebilding our 20:d Converſa- * 
tion in Chriit, anagive.Glry to Godin the day of Vijtation, 

Whatever isours, whatever is in onr Power, whatever God 
bath incruſted us with the d.ſpoſal of, we willirg'y reſign and 
give up tothe Willard Commands: of our Swperioxrs ,; buras 
to our Minds and Confciences in the things of bis Worſhip ard 
Service, . he ha:hreſerved the Soveraignty of them unto himſelf, 
ro him muf] we give an 2cccunt of them at the great Diy, nor 
can we forgo the care of preſerving-them intire for h.m, abd 
loyatuato him, without a renueciation of all hopes of accep- 
tance with him;and ſo render our (eives of all men the moſt mife- 

- rable; May we be ſuffered herein tobe faithful unto bim,and che 
everlaſting Conceram.ents of our own Souls, we ſhall always la» 
bour to manifeſt, thattt e-e is no way or means of Pace and 
Reconciliation -among' thoſe who froſefling Faith in God 
through our Lord Jeſus Chrift, yer differ In their Apprehenſions 
aboui ſundry things 40.ne way or-other belonging thereunco, 
that is appoin' ed by him, and mway-expeR a Blefling from him, 
but we will readily embrace, and according as we are colled,im- 

-proveto the utmoſt. 7 | 

And if herein -alſo” oor Endeavours meet with nothing but 

: Contempt and Repreach, yetnonecan hinder us but tharwe may 
Pour out our Souls ur.t) God, for the accompliſhment of his 
bleſſed and glorious Promiſes concerningthat Truth, Peace; & Lis 
berty, which he will give unto hisChurch in his appointed time, 
- For we know, That when He ſhalbriſe upto the Prey, devour the 
- whole earth with the fire of bus fealonſfie, He will rurn rotheprople 
pere language,thatthey may allcal upon the Name of the Lord, to 
ſerve him with one conſent, that the Earth being-fied with the 
"_——_— of the Lord, as the Waters cover the Sen, hus glory ſhall 
be revealed, ſothat all fleſh ſoall ſet it together, and then ſhall alt his 
prople receive from bim one heart, and one-way, that they may fear 
hins for ever, for the good of them-and their children after themby 
- Ver: we of the everlaſting Covenant, And for our ownparts, what» \ 2 
ever our Outward Condition: be, we know he will pexrfe& chat 

- 'Which concerns us, and he will not forfake che work of hisow@/ 7 +: 


hands, becanſe his Haercy enduruh ſor ever. - FINIS , od 
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